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SOME NOTES
CONCERNING THE FAMILY OF

COLLES

IN WORCESTERSHIRE AND OfHER COUNTIES,
TOGETHER ' WITH PARTICULARS REGARDING VARIOUS MEMBERS OF
THE IRISH BRANCH OF THE FAMILY
FROM THE ARRIVAL IN THAT COUNTRY OF THEIR ANCESTOR
IN QUEEN ELIZABETH'S REIGN.

- 00c -

Compiled by Richard Colles from information

ecllected by himself and cthers from various
sources. January 1927,

»It is perhaps but natural that some little taint of
vain-glory should creep intc a thing of this kind, as
for instance when one knows he comes cof a long ané
virtuocus line.» Benvenuto Cellini.

- o0c -

COLLES, Richard, Esq., of Millmocunt, eco. Kilkenny.
Eldest son of the late Alexander Coclles, Esq., of Mill-
mount, (whc died 1876), by Isabella, daughter of the
late Mark donsarrat, Esq., of Dublin. b.1844; m.1883
Selina Jane, eldest daughter of the Revd. John Mack
Williams, MA, Rector of Burnby, co. York, and has

issue Alexander Conway, b.1884. My Colfes, who was
educated at Trinity College, Dublin, (BA 1867), was

High Sheriff of Kilkenny City 1881-2, and is JP for
co. Kilkenny. nW¥alford’s County Families.»
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as »being over burdenous for his estate and ability.»

1585, The Swan, Scuthwark. S.Scory writes to the
Earl of Leicester that he has been brought to London by a
Sergeant at the suit of his mother and Mr Allen, tells of
their corrupt practices against him having ccnveyed away
most of his evidences and £6000 or £7000. Desires that
his suit may be tried at law, and complains of the doings
of Edmund Cclles and Launcelot Romney. (27. July).

1585. 23rd Oct. Edmund Colles, Justice of the
Peace, writes to Gilbert Lyttleton, Sheriff of Worcester,
reporting what he and Mr Kncttesfcrd are doing in the
matter of recusancy with regard to Mr Lygon and Thomas
Wreynsford.

1590, 20th July. Edward Collss purchased lands
worth £49 16s per annum for which he paid £1743,

The Pedigree of the Colles Family of Leigh is com-
piled from twc in the British Museum, with additions from
the Leigh Parish Register, from Nash’s History of Wor-
cester, and from Grazebreok’s Heraldry of Worcestershire,
ete. The first member of the family mentioned in the
Pedigree is Richard Colles of Powick in the parish of’
Sugkley, 26 Henvy VI. (1448), His son, William Colles,
is given as of Braunford Court, (probably named after
Braunford or Bransford, s former Bishop of Worcester),
Richard’s grandson, »William Colles of Longs in Cocm,
Worster, sepult., ibidem 1558», is evidently the William
¢cf Leigh of whose tombstone Nash thus writes: »In .he
south aisle (of Leigh Church), being Braunsford’s Chancel,
on a plain stone the arms of Colles, and round the verge
this insceiption in great letters: *Hie jacet sepultus
Gulielmus Colles de Leigh in comitatu Wigorniae, gen.,
gui cbiit mense Augusti A.D.1558, aet, suae 63, And in
the same chancel, on two other stcnes, Robert Cclles 1618,
and Katharine Colles 1614.» (Hisiory of Worcester, Vol.II,

p.76). These monuments are not now visible, but may be
covered by the boarded floor with whiech »Braunsford’s
Chancel», ncw an organ chamber, has been furnished. The
son of this William of Leigh, and great grandson of
Richard of Powick, was Edmund Colles of Leigh, whc was
born 1530 and died 1606.

The Manep of Leigh, or Lye, 5 miles to the WSW of




RICHARD

e COLLES

" of Powick, Far, of Suckley, Com. Worcester.
26 Hy.VI z1448l. m.Margeret d,.of Thes.Hall,

. WILLIAM COLLES
- of Braunfcrd Ccurt, Com.Worcester. m.1st, Isabella, d.of
Richard Turberville; 2nd.Alice d.of - Rompney.

-~

! : S BT
WILLIAM COLLES WILLIAM COLLES
cb.s.p. . . of Longs (Leigh), Con.Worcester. S dsughters
m,Margaret d.of '~ Hich of - Com.Gloucester.
KDMUND COLLES'ct Leigh. m.1ist. MICHAEL CALLBS of Hampton-in- WILLIAM'COLLES of
Jean d.cof Robt.Somerville; 2nd. Arden, Com.Warwick, Londcn, Merchant.
Anne d.cf - Townesend. b.1530 m.Mary d.of Edwasd Graunt. JOHN COLLES of Hatfield.
d.18086. & 8 daughters

-
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UILLIAJF;OLLES of , EDMUND J&LLES of RICHARD COLLES HUIPHRIJVCOLLES of WILLIJM COLLES

Leigh. m.1st.Mary Grimley,Com.Wor- m.Eliz. d.of - the Middle Temple & JOHN COLLES
d.cf Jerome Palmer; cester. b.1566. Whitgift, Hampten-in-Arden. © other sons
2nd.Eliz. d.of Adord m.Eliz, d.of -~ & 2 dayglters. m.Mary d.of William & 6 daughters.
Cromwell, d.1815, Fisher. 1 Chamberlain,
o 47 p iada "
, reameas |
EDMUND COLLES = JOHN  THOMAS QOLLES  Jdan EDMUND LOLLES JOHN  WILLIAM COLLES
| of Lelgh., m. COLLES JEROMY COLLES  COLLES WILLIAM COLLES COLLES MICHAEL CCLLES
. Maptha d.of m.Mary 3 other sons; w.Mary WALTER COLLES HUMPHREY COLLES
| ¥m.Tirwnitt. d.0f - 5 daughters. d.of - & 2 daughters. JOBN GOLLES
: Borough. Conn- % 3 daughters.
l_ 2 ingshy.
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Worcester, belonged to the Abbots of Pershore, whose
noble tithe barn still remains there,. The fcllowing
references to Leigh Manor and tc this Edmund Colleg and
his suceessors, are from Nash’s History of Worcester, Vol.
IT, p.73. »This ancient Lordship of the Abbots of
Pershors, falling by the dissolution of monasteries intc
the King's hands, remained there ti11 Elizabeth'’s time,
The tenants of the house and demesne, both under the
abbct and under the king and queen, were the Colles, of
which family was Mp Edwapd'(Edmundf Colles, a grave and
learned justice of this shire, who purchased the inherit—
ance of this manor; whose son, Mr William Colles, suec-
ceeded him; whose son and heir, Mr Edmund Colles, lived
in the time of Mr Habingdon, and being loaded with debts
(which like a snow-ball from Malvern Hill gathered :
increase), thought fit to sell it to Sir Walter Devereux,
Bart.»

Nothing appears tc have been reccrded cf the sub-
sequent history of this Edmund Colles or of any of his
children, There was an old tradition at Leigh handead
down to quite recent times, and which indeed may still
survive, that his troubled spirit ccntinued to -haunt the,
neighbourhoocd of his fcrmer place of =2xistence. The
following version of it, contributed %o the nAthenaeumn
cf Sept.26, 1848, by Mr Jabez Allies, may be of interest:

»l well remember.that inm my juvenile days old pecple
used to speak of a spactre that fecrmerly appeared in the
parish of Leigh in this ccunty, whom they called '0la
Coles’, and said that he frequently used, at dead of
night, to ride as swift as the wind, dcwn that part of
the public rcad between Bransford and Brocamin callsd
Leigh Walk, in a coach drawn by four herses, with fire
flying cut of their ncstrils - and that they invariably
dashed right over the great hapn at Leigh Court, and then
on intc the rivsr Teme, It was likewise saiq that this
perturbed spirit was at length laid in s neighbouring
pocl by twelve parsons, al dead of night, by the light of
an inch of candle; and as he was not to rise agein until
the candle was quite burnt ocut, it was therefore thrown
into the pool, and to make all sure the pcel was filled
b4 And peaceful after slept 014 Coles’s shade.
Now it is not impossible that the legenad may have referrad
to the unfortunate Bdmund Colles the s=ccend. whe having
lost his patrimeny, and perhaps died 1nedis€ress, his
spirit may have D2en supposed tc have hsunted Leigh Court,
which was the seat cf his Joys in prosparity, and the




The manor of Suckley, which adjoins Leigh, shared

the same fate, as appears by Nash's Zntory,‘Vm¥»II, p
3907 »Tha manor of Suckley reralined in the name cf
Hungerfcrd from the ign of Henry V untll it passed by
purchuse from them to Mr Edmund Colles of Leigh in the
reign of EBlizabeth He left 1t to his scn, Mr William
Colles, whose heir, Mr Edmund Cvl]u-;, sold 1t to Sir
Walter Devereux, Knight and Barcnet.s»

From Nesh’s Collsctions for the History of Worcesier—
-

shire, Vocl.l, p.272: nIn the Church at Grimlay =rs

painted on the wall in many places the arme of the King

and Prince of Wales, and of the Deunery of Worcester,
Olles, a family of more than

o

X x x also the arms of Coll
400 ysars continuance in this county, being Gules cn a
chevron argent between three lions erased Or, twe
gemalles of the field and ogresses without numbers the
erest, an seapye charged with plates, seising on a fish
wounded progper.» These paintinge no longer sxist st
Grimley, and the _Olaiﬂ-x':st reprasentaticns ¢f the family
arms now extant are those of Edmund Colles on his tamb =t
Leigh.

From the same work, Vol .II, p.400: nAncotherp
¢apital fare in this hamlet 1s named Colles Place, whigh
is mentioned Ap a Jedger cof the pricry of Malvern ir the
reign of Henry III as belonging to the family of Colles.»
(According tc Habingdon it was the ancient residencs of
the family. See Grazebrook’s Heraldry of Worcestershira,
Vol.1, p.124, oMy Edmund Colles, whe has slraady been
spocken cf under Sukley, was cof this family. He was in
the Commission of the Peace and Deputy Liesutenant of the
County; he sorved the office of Sheprirf? here, and was a
Justice of the Council of the Marchas of Wales. Thisg
respecatable pergcn, whose ancestors were possessed of
lands in Leigh, Bransford, Hallow, Grimley, Suckley,
Broadwas and Cotheridge, married Joane, daughter of
Robt.Somerville of Scmerville's Aston, Com.Glouc. by :
whor he had one daughter married to Mr Dansey of érinscp_
in the County of Hareford, and a son, William, who
married Mary Palmer, daughter and heir of Jercme Pslmer
by Blianor Pazet, third daughter cf William, Barcn Paget,
Lerd Privy Seal and Knight of the Garter.

Mr Edmund Colles had a second wife cf the name and
family of Townsend, anciently in Noefolk, but most
egteemed in thae Marches of Wales. His issue by her wors
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the impaled ccat is the Palmer crest, on a wreath Argent
and Azure & dragen’s head and neck Or with a collar Gules
between his two wings displayed Vert fretied Argent,. On
the dexter pillar the arms of Colles and cver it some
embleme, and above that the crest cf Cclles. On the
sinister pillar his wife's single coat. This inserip-
tion in great letters: 'Hic Jjacet sepulta Maria Colles
uxor Gulielml Colles armiger! quase cbiit 14 Aprilis A.D.
16027, and about the tomb these words: 'Here lieth
¥illiam Cclles of Leigh in the County cof Worcester Esq.,
with Mary his wife, daughter and heir of Jercme Palmer
Esq. by Esther Paget his wife, third daughter of ¥illiam
lecrd Paget, Barcon of Beaudesert, lord keeper of the Privy
Seal, Knight of the mcst ncble crder of the Garter, and a
privy couneilleor to Henry VIII, Edward VI and Queen Mary,
Williem Colles died 20th Sept 1615 and Mary his wife died
15 April 1602.,° Beneath are his seven sons and five
daughters kneeling.»

The latin imscripticn in memory of his wife cccupled a
g11t tablet belcw the impaled ccat above described. Both

it and that about the temb, having been cnly painted, not
engraved, have perished.

From the same work, Vel.II, p.219, Ombersley, St
Andrew's Church. m»Likewise tc the memory of Dorothy
Colles of South-hall in the parish of Doverdale, daughter
of John Hash of Tapenhall, fipst the wife of William ;
Dally, and after wife cof John Colles of Hatfield, Con.
Hereford Eeq. She departed this life 17 July 1630 aged
102, » j

From the same work, Vol.II, p.4129. »Berrington is
a mancr cne mile ncrth-west of Tenbury, and was annexed
tc the priory ¢f St Jcochn the Evangelts£ in Pembrcke.
After the dissclution cf this Pricry it was granted (38
Henry VIII) tc Richard Andrews, whc conveyed it to Mp
Richard Palmer; from him it descended to Mr Jercme
Palmer, whcse daughter and heir, Mary, brought it to her
Husband, William Colles.=»

: Frcm the same work, Vol.I, p.181. Bushley. nThe
White Bock cof the Bishoprick c¢f Waorcester racordeth thus:
’This manor being the Abbot’s of Tewkesbury, tcgether
with the Parscnage of Bushley apprcpriate, falling inte
the King's hands by the suppressicn of Monastries, was
afterwards passed away (3 & 4 Philip and Mary) to Jeohn
Handby, or Hundby, from whom it came tc Edmuni Celles of
Leigh Esq., whe gave it to John Ccllss, the son of his

it s o
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youager son, ip Richard Collag’>.,» (Habingdon MSS).

Colles of Park Bury, Coc.Herts, vAras, Gules a
chevrion Argzent pell=ttée charged with two bars gemelles
of the field betwecn three lions heads spased Or a mullet .
for difference. - Crest, a falcon with winge expaniad
praying on & fish all propar. Thess produced in a seale
and. respited tc London feor proofe. After proved by Mr
Cole of the Court of Wards.» From »Vigitations of
Hertfordshire», London 1886,

Colles of Hampton-in-Arden, Co.Warwick. sArps, Gu.
& chev. Arg. pellettée charged with two bars gemsl. of
the field betw, three licns heads erased Or. Crest, a
seapie with wings expanded Sa. guttée Arg. preying on a
fish of ths last. Confirmed by Lennard and Vincecant tc
Humphrey Colles cof Hampton in Arden, son of Michael
Cclles of the same place, & second son of William Colles
of -Leigh, Co.Worcaster.» From rWarwickshire Arms znd
Lineages» compiled from the Heralds’ Visitations and
Ancient Mznuseripts, by Fev.F.Kitternmaster ,M.A,

Of the seven scns and five daughters of Willianm
Colles of Leigh, whose eoffigies are carved on his monu~-
ment in Leigh Church, the names of four sons and thraee
daughters only are givsn in the Worcestershire Pedigree
of the family in the British Museum, The sons ars
Edmund, who married Martha, dau. of William Tirwhitt of
Kettleby, Co. Lineoln; John, who narpled Mary, dau. of
-~-— Boprough; Thomas, and Jeromy. The daughters are
Anne, wife of Sir Walter Leveson of Wolverhampton; Jane,
wife of Raffe Selby of Barwick; and Mary, wife of
Francis Blcunt of Astley, Co.Worcester. The nemg of a
fourth daughter, Katharine, is recorded in the Leigh
Parish Register as having died in Feby.1598, Agnes
Colles, whose marriage to Williem Winsmore In 1812 is
recorded in the Leigh Register, was probably the fifth
daughter. This leaves thres sons unaccounted for;
possibly scme of them may have died in early life, or
have left home and been lost sight of prior to the date
of the Heralds' Visitation in 1834, and Andrew Colles of
Lulsley, notsd in the Visitation as a “disclaimer’, may
have been one ¢f then, S

The Pedigree of the Colles Family, compiled at the
abcve Visitation, (MS.C320 in College of Arms}, indicates
apparently very prosparous circumstances, which is :

f
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cory marriage of varicus members of
the he principal fomilies of Woreces~
ter ;48 At what date the change in
thos place is not recorded by Nash or
any r as I am aware, Nash indsed
tells imund Colles of Leigh, baing

lcad it fit tc sell to Sir Walter
Devereux, Devereux was cousin to the Barl
of E: eme command of the Parliament's

army in the civil war. It may therefore bHa assumed that
he also was a parliamentarian, which is confivmed by the
consideration that had he been a royalist he could hardly
have been left the means toc maintaln an estate, and mueh
less tc purchase cne.) This statement however regarding
Edmund Colles does not account for the apparent dewnfall
of the entire fanmily, and their practical disappearance.
both from Worcestershire and other ecounties. Io dis-
cover the probable reascn we must call to mind the state
of the time between 1541 and 16460, We learn from the
nistory c¢f that very troubled pericd that practically aill
the ncble and gentle families of Woreestershire and
adjoining counties espoused the interest of ¥Xing Charles
I in the civil war, and devoted their means as well as
their lives toc his cause. For this reason, as wsll as
owing to the heavy fines imposed on all royalists by the
parliament, and through being unable to get in theip
rents, they were ccmpelled tc sell their estates. Still
they looked forward hopefully to being in scme degree
regquitsd for all their losses and sacrifices on the
accession of Charles II, In this anticipation they were
very shortly undeceived. Charles after his restoration
turned his back on those friends of his father, and
deciined absclutely to assist them in any way. ¥hather
indeed he could have helped them without endangering his
crown seems somewhat doubtful, and Charles was not of the
stuff from which martyrs are made; true to his instinets
he chcse the path’of the least resistance, and slighted
those of his subjects who ware no longsr in a position
.either to forward, or to thwart, his wishes, The great
majority of the suffering cavaliers found nc remedy for
their losses by any process of law, as the Aet of Indemn~
ity put a stop tc any suits at law they might have
instituted. They bitterly felt the statute to be, a8
they expressed it, »an act of indasmnity for the King's:
enemies, and of oblivicn for his friesndsr, Thus they:
found themsslves finally r»abandoned tc the comfort of an
irreparable but hconourable ruin.» : .




That the Colles family was far from being the only
cne which suffered from the effects of the civil war and
the subsequent financial troubles is clearly revealed by
the fact that in Worcestershire alcne approximately the
names of 130 county families recorded in the Heralds®
Visitation of 1634 are absent from that of 15882, See
Grazebrock’s Heraldry of Worcestershire, Vol,II, pp. 623
and 6896,

The names »Colles of Lye Court» and »Colles of
Grimley» occur-in a Catalcgue of Gentle families in the
County of Worcester A.D. 1660 (Add. MS, Brit. Museunm
19816), but the name of Colles does not oeccur in the
Heralds’® Visitation of 1882 (MS K4 in the College of
Arms). It would appear therefore that the sale of the
Leigh Estate to Sir W. Devereux was subsequent to 1680

but prior tc 1682,
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THE FAMILY OF COLLES IN IRELAND,
s nesr Athlone, ancestor
was born in the year 15385

Ilreland as secratary {c

first Lord Harringtcn of
n Y 2 Barl of Essex to Ireland in
08, and we : & | Lted him.

»Sir John Harrington is alv arrived out of Ireland,
end the Queen is cf’wrc:( wi’p him fcr golng for his
knighthocd. He was with Tircre in the ccmpany of Sir
Wiliiam Warren, he reports him to be very stropg. Sir
Jeffrey Fenton is directed from hence toc treat with him,
but the new knights opinion is that he will elilier nct
heare him, or nct bellieve any*%irw from apy but my Lord
of Essex.n» {Extract from a letter from Roland Whyte to
Sir Robert Sidney ated Barnerd Castle 20th Nov,1599,
Collins? State L;f,L'-SPE,, Yol .k . p»i*:_i)}

Returning to England Willlam engaged his uncle,
Roger Purefoy, wwhose heir he wasn, with eight cther
gentlemen and twenty yeomen of Coleshill and Caldecote,

Co.Warwick, and Drayton, Cc.Leicester, to follew him to
Ireland, where he subsequntly settiled at a place called
Doughill, in the parish cf Clonfinlcough, Co.Roscommon.

He maﬂv‘-d Luvla, daughter of --- Lyons or Philipatowan,

in the King’s County, by whom he had, {with one daughterl},

hree scns, Job, William and Charles. He died, aftor
enccuntering a variety of fortune, in the year 1521, at

the early age of 30,

As regards the parentage of ¥illlam of Doughill,
slthcugh we have, unforlunately, no first hand proofs on
the subject, cwing to the want of dccumentary evidence
which might e2lucidate the questiion, many cld family
papers having been losti, or destroyed hy fire, yet the
follcwing statements apparently connecting him with the
Coc.Warwlck branch of the Leigh family are matters of

.eeprtainty:~ ;
{e) That William of Doughill was a native cf Wapwick-
shire may be with confidenae inferred from these facts:
ist. That on his return from Ireland it was toc that
gounty he went, as was patural for one having
relatives cr friends there.




2nd. That he induced & number of gentlemsn and yeomen
of Warwickshire tc follow him back to Ireland.

3rd. That his son, William, after having lost his
wife and children in the'Irish Rebellion of 1841,
escaping to England, went to Coventry in Co.VWarwick,
as in that county he might naﬂﬁ?ally locck for sym-
pathy and assisiance. G :

4th. That it was there he was married to his second
wife.

Gth. That William Colles, the surgeon, grandson of
William cof- Doughill, went in his young days to Cov-
entry tc perfeet his education, thus maintaining
connection with Warwickshire to the third generation.

{b). That there was in 1619, at the time of the Heralds
Visitation, in Co.Warwick, a branch of the family of
Colles of ﬂeigh, nanely, the family of Michsael Colles of

e

b ]
Hampton-in-Arden, the second son of William Colles the
: P L 2 E ATesn
elder of Leigh, (1495-1358

(e). That in the 1619 Visitaticn Pedigree there appaars

the name William, ¢ econd son of Michael Colles-

(d). That this William, one of a family of fourteen, and

not the eldest son, might have been disposed to seesk ]
his Tortune elsewhere if given the opportunity.

I e

J
he
%

2]
~
e
bl

In view of the fcragoing I requested Mp G.Woods- ;
Wollaston, Richmond Herald, of the College of Arms in
London, to lock into the guestiocn of the parentage of
#illiam of Doughill for ma, and particularly with refepr
ence to the Warwickshire family; and he very kindly tock
& great deal of trouble about it. The result unfortun-
etely of his search, so far as it went, proved to be
negative, especially as regards William, son of Micheel,
above-mentioned, it being ascertained with comparative
certainty that he had died young and unmarried, and could
nct therefore in that case be the ancestor sought for.

I regret greatly thet this effort of mine should not |
have resulted successfully, but do nct feel disposed to b
ineur the trcuble and expense involved in following up
the questicn further. Therefore sc far as I am ccn-
cerned it must I fear remain undecided, but the ecorres
pondence, Colles and Purefoy pedigrees, etc., are at the

disposal of any member c¢f the family interested in the
subject.

1l
|
i
1
B
i
|
1

Our descent from the Leigh family is proved by the
fact that our arms and crest are identical with theirs,
that we have always berne them since our ancestor came to
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Ireland, our right tec do sc having always been freely
admitted. See for exemple the arms on tha Funeral Entry
of the youngest scn of William of Doughill, Charles
Colles of Magheramore, High Sheriff of Co.S$1igo in 1685,
in the cffice ¢of Ulster King of Arms in Dublin Castle.
The arms cn this entry show a plain chavron, which plain
chevron is similarly shown on the British Museum Worces-
tershire Pedigree (1634} arms, given as those of Edmungd
Colles, the younger, of Leigh. (Harleian MS 1588).

JOB COLLES, born 1i807. A valiant and distinguished
scldier, who served uander the great champion of Protest-
antism, Gustavus Adolphus, in the Thirty Years war, butl
cf whom unfortunately but few details have ccme down to
us, He, {in the words of his nephew, William Colles of
Kilcollen), »followed my good Lord of Hamilton to the.
wars, and was grievouslye wounded at the great fight of
Leipsic eily in ye yeare 1631, and was honcured with ye
3ift of one of ye King cf ‘Swedes, Gustavus, Swordes, with
& silver handle, and whcse hurt was grievous for 24
yearsn, The msworde» was hunded down as an heip-loom to
nis grand-nephew, William Colles cf Abbeyvale, who
setting a great value on it as a velle, and wishing to
pressarve 1t in some cther shape than that of an old
fashioned und useless implement, had its hilt worked into
a pair of buckles with an 1nsce{pticn in vers- on them,
and later on, in London, in the year 1812, his son
Richard had tThem made into two small goblets, and the
mounting of a snuff box formed from s shell, which
belonged to Barry Colles of Kilecllen, and is represented
in one of his pictures. Job Colles had issue one
daughter, Mary, who was married to William Stephens.

WILLIAM COLLES of Christchurch Place, Dublin, the
second son of William of Doughill, was born in the year
1610, As a royalist he did not escape the troubles of
his tinme, In the Irish Rebellion of 1841, wherein he
was »a greate sufferer. for his Majestien, he, his wife,
and their two young sons, were driven from their home, in
wintry weather of unusual severity., The wife and child-
ren died cf cold ard hunger, as did countless cthers at
that dreadful time. In the words of a contemporary
writer »the rebels attacked Protestants only, leaving the
English Papists, us well as the Irish, untouched. Sous
were killed, all stripped, some almost, cthers altcgether,
naked, not respecting women and sucking infants. Many

perished by famine and ccld, travelling naked through
- frost and snow, the rest recovering Dublin in the same
distress for bread and clothes,»




William Colles subsequently passed over tc England
where on 10th June 1646 he was married to Elizabeth,
daughter of Christopher Hurt of Covenlry, his second
wife, with whcem he afterwards in 1858 returned to Dublin.
To rapair his fortuse he took a house in Christchurch
Place in that eity, and engaged in buying and shipping
maerchandise to London. His son William in his journal,
and in the history of his own life, menticns mcre than
once his haviang bought and shipped to London »merchandize
for his fathern, He is also sald tc have beem a w»philo-
sophical instrument maker», He died cn 19th February
1678/9,

CHARLES COLLES of Magheramore, Coc. Sligo, the young-
est scon of William of Doughlll, was horn in 10616, He
seprved as Captain in Cromwell'’s army, and received lavrge
grents of land in the counties of Sligeo, Wexfcrd and
Kilkenny, amcunting in ell to 2296 Irish acres, He
served the office of High Sheriff of the County Siigo in
‘the year 1885, was for 14 yaars Provost Marshal of Con-
naught, and was & J.P. of Cu.Sligo in the time of Charles
II and James II. He married in 1642 Anne, daughter
of Anthony Stratfcrd, governcr of the Fort of Duncanncn,
Co.Wexford. He died at Phibblestcwn, Co.Dublinm, 15tk
November 1885, and was burried in the chancel of St
Michael’'s Church, Dublin. g

His funeral entry, which is recorded in the Ulster
King-at-Arms cffice in Dublin Caslle, bears the arms and
crest of Cclles of Leigh. It may be mentiocned here that
the late Mr Joseph Fostar, the eminent genealogist, in
his »Ancestral Families», gives a list of those families
in the Co.Kilkenny who at thet time bore arms by Right
Heraldic, in which list the name Colles of Millmount,
Kilkenny, is included. This was in the year 1899,

WILLTAM COLLES of Kilcollen, the second son of
Willlam of Christchuech Place, Dublin, was born in Eng-
land in 10648, He compiled a variety c¢f fanmily records .
and’cther doccuments, among which Is a portion of the
histoery of his ouwn life. He informs us of his =arly
determinaticn! nfostered by the example and presence of
his grandsire’s scnm, (Jcb Cclles is supposed to be
alluded to)}, to become u soldier and a scholar. After-
wards he desired tc become ra ministere, but desisted
owing tc his rimperfect speech», und 1e?t the »Churche
of Christe» to his elder brother, Christopher. {(Christ-
opher, b.1847, 4.1724, was Vicar of Dreonfield, Co. Derby).
This imperfect speech induced his father »to set him free
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was the inventor ¢f the modern machinery ¥ sawing, bor-
ing and polishing marble, and he was acknowledged to be
the first perscn, (at least in modern times), to apply
power to that manufacture, all the processes having
previously been performed by hand Some fine architec
tural pieces in the county and city of Kilkenny prove the
universality cf his genius. '

An example of the kind of work to whieh boring was 3
applied may be seen in the form of down-pipes 2t a house 3
on Usher’s Quay, Dublin, two dccrs from Ganly's Wool Mart. f
The Department of Science and Art have alsc secured some 2
- lengths of pipe and & hopper head for the Museum in
Kildare Street. The pipes were bored by a machine
invented for the purpose, which was probably very similarp
toc the rock drills at present in use. Several lengths o
of water pipes, externally about 7 inches square, set as 1
steps to doors may be seen in Kilkenny, though probably 2
RO one there ncw knows for what purpcse they were origin-
ally intended.

Like his brother, Barry Colles, William was an
Alderman, and twice Mayor of Kilkenny City. -He ;and his
inventicns are the subject of an interesting account in :
the »Statistical Survey of the County of Kilkenny», by Mp
William Tighe of Woodstoek in that County, published in
1802, and dedicated toc the Dublin Society, from which the
following particulars are extracted: »The machinery of
the Marble Mill was the invention of Alderman William
Colles, (grandfather of the present proprietor). He
first tried a model in a small stream, and finding it
succeed, tock a perpetual lease of the well known marble
quarry near Kilkenny. *He was’, to use the words of an
ingeniocus communication, “a man of great mechanical
abilities, and abounding in a variety of eccentrie
schemes such as mark original genius, one of which was an
attempt tc make dcgs weave linen by turning wheels; :
ancther, the supplying the Corporstion of Dublin with
bored marble tubes as pipes for distributing water
through the city, which was defeated cnly by a combina-
tion of pump-borers and other mechanies, who rose in a
mob and destroyed them on their arrival.” " While he
anused the populace by various devices, such as that of a
musical instrument resembling an seclian harp, which
played by itself as it floated on the stream of the rivar,
and many others, he applied hizself as well to the con~ :
struetion of useful machinery for diffeprent purposes, and
invented among others, & cider mill, a water engine, and
an enginns for dressing flax, simple and efficacious, 5
though Low superseded. Such was the impression that his




w

o)
)

abilities mede cn the common pecple that to this day
(1802) his feats are proverbial among them and ihey
speak cf him as & necromancepr.»-

rAlderman Cclles applied his marble to the eon-
struction of a vast variety of articles. In *A Tour in
Ireland’ by twc Englishmen, published 1n London in 1748
it is said, 'Near the mill are apartments called ware-
houses, where you may see such diversity of cnimnay~
pieces, cisterns, buffets, vases, punch bowls, mugs of
different sizes, frames for looking glasses and pie
tures ete, that they would emplcy the eye the longest
dey sand y=t find something to admire.' (p.191).

nThe working of the smaller articles ig now ;bnndunwdb
S are alsc many of the contrivances of the inventor.
The English travellier cbservss justly that 'the marble
is full as durable, and bears as fipe a polish, as any
brought from Italy®’, and he econtinues, *Though the
stcnes 1n this quarry sometimes might weigh several ton,
yet the method the contriver has used to lift them,

¥

draw them cut, and convey them to the mill, without any
other than manual Cpnvatton, adds still more to the
surprizs, I am infeormad that this ingenious gentieman

sands yearly several shiploads to England, which gives
me a particular satisfaction that they 1ay find a
native of Irsland has out-done all they have hitherto
seen, ., . . I cannot hear that anyone has attempted to
imitate the machinery. It is perpetually at vork, by
night as well as by day, and requires little attend-
ance.’®

Aldepman Cclles was twice married, Tirst to Sarah,
idow of Lieutenant Rcbert Wheclere, by whgm he had cne

daughter, and second tc Rachel, widﬁw of the Revd.Mathew

G

ibson, D.D., ex-fellow of Trinity Collsge, Dublin, by

vwhom he had four sons,

+

Against the exterior of the west wall of the south

transept of St Mary’s Church, Kilkenny, there is a fine

monumant to his memory, the Lnucrip+icn on which wazs fronx
the pen of his nephew, Dr Jacob, Archdeacon of Armagh, of
which the fcllicwing is a po rfinn'a

Io the memory of -
ALDERMAN WILLIAM COLLES
whose steady attention to
#ll Religlcus and Civil Duties
gained him the love of his Feliow Citizens
and whose ingenuity
procurad him the edmiration cf Strangers,
His whole life was amployed
in wo rkc beneficial to Society.
ied on ths 8th day of March 37 0
1 the 68th year of his az:
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RICHARD COLLES of Dublin,.fourth son of William of
Kilecllen, was born cn 28th July 1707. He was married
tc Miss Henrietta Tayler, then living in the parish of
St Audoen’s, Dublin, the marriage license being dated
27th December 1733. :

He died in Dublin on 15th April 1750, and his will
was prcved in the same year.

He left two sons, Christopher and William, and
saveral daughters.
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A nortrait cf William Colles and one of his second
wife, which were painted apparently about the time of
their marriage, are in my pessession,

CHRISTOPHER COLLES, »the first projector of Inland
Navigation in American», was nephew to William of Abbey-
vale, and, like his uncle, was a man of varied talent,
untiring industry, and ccnsidarable ganius. Left an
orphan in early life, he passed into the charge of
Richard Pococke, the famous orlental traveller, after-
wards Bishop of Osscry; under whese tuition, advice or
example, he seems to have acquired a thorough general
education; of which his great natural ability, and the
association for saeveral years after leaving school with
his uncle William Cclles, helped him tc make the most.

In 1763, when only 24 years of age, he got married
to Anne, daughter cf Mathew Keough of Kilkenny, and in or
about the year 1766 he left Kilkenny Tor Limerick where
he practised as an Engineer and Acvchitect, and was sub-
sequently appointed »Directcr of the inland navigation of
the Shannonw», an appoiniment which he apparently fcund
more honourable than luerative, for in 1771 he emigrated
to Amsrica; to Philadeiphia first, where in 1772 he
delivered public leclures upon pneumatics, whiech he
il1lustrated with an aie pump of his ilnventicn, and then
to New York, where in 1773 he lsctured on ilhe inestimable
sdvantages of Lock Navigation.

Previcus tc the ocutbreak of the war with England he
in 1774 proposed the erection in New York of a eeservolr,
and the laying down of a system cf conduit pipes. With
the aid cf the corporation of the City a steam pumping
spgine was erccted near the Collect pond. The engine
earried a pump eleven inches in diameter and six feet
stroke, which lifted 417,600 gallcns daily. The war
anfortunataly caused the abandonment of this plan when it
wae practically completed.

In a letter written by John Colles, a cousin of
Christopher, whe had recently arrived in America, to his

iakmq‘ brother William in Ireland, this account ls given:-

o WNew York, 22nd Octcber 1778, I arrived here aftev

a severe passage of eleven we2ks and three days. The
day or twoe befcre we arrived Tive English men of war of
74 guns, and & number of frigates, came hare. The

troops have evacuated Boston, snd the rebzls are in
possession. Everything her2 in ths utmost confusion,
snd so dear that there is no such thing as living.
Business is nct thcught of by anyone, nor can I get
anything to do, as everyone is thinking of quitting this
place. As to the town it is almost burned, and another




fire has Jjust happened. Pecple who cree lived in the
greatest cpulence are new vreduced Yo the greatest
beggary 1 -

nl have enquired fop Christopher, whe was coming on
rell, but this unfortunate dispute hae made him fly up
the country with the resi of Lhe innsbitents, and the-

Last person whe seaw him tells me he and his wife with
his helpless charge wars seazn eor gsing into the Jevneys
This is all I can learn of hiam. His waterworks were

almogt finishaed when he fled.» -

The following. interesting sccount has hsen taven
almost exclusively from an article on Christogher Colles
in the Maguzine of American Histcry for June 1878,
writieo by tle Béitor, John Austin Stevens It was
ascompeniel by u gtasl sngraving of the portreit
wenticned at ithe end.

wimpmadiately cn the close of the war however ho again
in New York devcoted his atteation toc his favourite
vrojects of internel improvement On the €th of Nov-
auber 1784 he adldressed a memorial to the two rouses of
the New York Legislature, Frepeosing & plan for an
internal navigsticn on the Mohawk River and Wood Craek,
and thus cpening up an intercourse with the interior
-parts of the United States to the Grast Lakes

»0n the 1si Februaery of the fellowing year Mr Colles
again apprcached the Legislature with a report on the
Praaglicabiiity -of rendering ths Mchawk Rivep navigable
nnd a ccomittee tec which It was referped reported = blfl

entitled, "An Act for improving the navizaticn of the b
Mchawk Rivar, Wocod Creek snd the Onondaga River, with a :/
view of opening up ar inland navigation to Oswego, and o

for extending the same, if practicable. to Lake srie.’

nHere we find the great epterprise, later known as
the Erie Canel, taking definite shape. All the suthop- |
ities ocnour 1a giving to Colles the eredit of havin ;
been the Zirst not cnly to prcpose but te bring befors

the pudlic in a practicsl ferm, the feaeibility and vast e
nalicnal advantage of a system whiehk would unite the i)
Greal Lakes and thair boundless tributary territery with 25
the Atlantic Ocean. e ;i

nColles visited the ccuntry, and tock en metusl survey
¢f the princlpal obstructicns on the Mchawk River ag fap
as Weod Creek. In = pamphlet published 1n 1785 he
wrota, 'Ths amazing extent of the five great lakes will
be fcund to have five tinee as wmueh coast as all :
England, and the ccuptrics watared by the namercus T
rivers which fall into these lakXes, full seven on eight
times us much teeritory ag thst vaiuabla island.®
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nThe pricrity of Christcpher Colles in the concepticn
of the grand design is demonstrated by several passages -
in his pamphlet of 17885. For instance he says that,

¢‘by this the internal trade will be profoted, by this
the country will be settled, by this the frontiars will
be secured, by this a variety of articles, as masts,
yards and ship timber, which will not bear the expensae
cf land carriage, may be brocught tc New York, by this
in time of war provisicns and mllitary stores may be
moved with facility in sufficient quantity to meet any
emergency, and by this in time of peace all the necess—
ary ccnveniences, and, if we please, the luxuries, of
life may be dislributed toc the ramotast parts cf the
Great Lakes, which beautifully diversify the face of
this extensive continent, and to the branches of the
numercus rivers which shoct from these lakes upon any
point of the compass.’

nAlthough this great prcjeet temporarily failed,
owing chiefly tc financial considerations, Colles con-
trived to interest himself in other public matters. He
issued propcsals for publishing a 'Survey of the Roads
of the United States of America’, a plan which seems to
have attracted the necessary subscribers, &s he pub- .
lished his Survey in 1789, illusirated by ecpper-plate
engravings delineating the roads.

»In 1808 he proposed a plan of navigation between New
York and Philadelphia, but, as before, withcut practical
benafit to himself,

nColles has alsc been recognised as having been ths
first to make »formal proposals» by means cf publie
lectures and newspaper articles during the summer of
1812, ’fcr telegraphie intercourse along the whcle

merican coast, from Passamaqucddy to New Orleans’. In
this his endeavcurs were only partially successful. A

Semaphcre Telegraph was established to signalize intel-
ligence between New York and Sandy Hock, which for some
years was under his perscnal dirsction. In an article
in the »mHistorical Magazine» in 1869, by Mr Henry
O'Reilly, the writer saye with pegnrd to this proposed
telegraphic system:-

"Had the wise suggestions of Mr Cclles besn promptly
sustained by the Government or by the business commun-
ity - had his prcposed telegraph system beon extended
along the coast = sc as to transmit intelligence rapid=
ly amcng the Americen pecple, many movements of British
fleets and armies might have been essenlially impeded,
.1f pot entirely frustested; but in 1812 the citizens
even cf New Yorkx wers slow in appreciating the wvalue of
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t-om some of the eminent contemporaries of
3, and that valuable Sceiety may well point tc it
as memento of one of the best men that ever trod its
halls or honcured its membership. Be his memory asver
nonovred as one of the worthiest plonsers of American
Progress!’s,

y has a pcrtrait painted Dy Jarvis as = mark of

WILLIAM COLLES of Millmount, Kilkenny, son of
William of Abbayvale, was born in the year 1745, and
raceived his education in the celebrated Quaker school
at Bullitore in the County Kildare, founded and carried
on for many years by the Shackletcns, father and son, in
whieh school alsc the great crator and statesman, Edmund
Burke, had some years previously bsen educated. Though
not 4@ school contempcrary of Burke, William subsequently
made Burke's acquaintance, and when visiting London on
one occasion was an honcured guest in his house.

In his ycung days after leaving schcol he was rather
unsettled, ard it is cn reccrd that being unwilling to
take to business, as his father was most desirous he
should d¢, he, accompanied by ancther ycuth, ran away
f£rom home with the object of going to sea. They tramped
from Kilkenny to Cork, where they were recognlzed by a
friend of Willism®s father who had been asked te have
them locked cut for in case they had gone that way, and
were sent back by him tc thelr hcmes.

Subsequently however he settled down in accordance
with his father's wishes, and assisted him in the manage-
ment of the marble business and flcur milling, and after
his father®s death carried them on on his own account
In the year 1770 he built Milimcunt House, and in 1771 he
married Mary Anne, daughter of Abraham Bate of the County
Wexford, by whom he had three sons, William, Abraham and
Richard; and one daughter, Rachel, .afterwards wife cof
the Revd T.Ottiwell Moocre, DD, :

Owing tc an accident William met with in early life,
he was never really very robust, and was later subject to
severe attacks of gout, in one of which, in March 1779,
he died, aged 34. He was bupried by his own wish among
the Quakers at Ballitore, for whom he had retained the
affaction of his schecol days, and to whoese tenets he had
some years previously conformed. That his wife did -not
gshare in his Quaker sympathies would appear from a story

my father once told me. William was accustomed to wear,
as all Quaker men did, & hat with a2 very broad brim, of
whiech she did not approve at all. One day in a fit of

petuiance she took up a pair cf sclssors and trimmed the
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brim in & liberal manner. On taking up the hat to put
it on his scle remark was, »Ah! Mary, I see thov art
minded tc make a game coeck of men, His widow outlived
him fcr more than sixty years, dying in the y2ar 1840 at
the age of 90 years, and was bugried in the old church~-
yard at Maddextcwn, County Kilkenny,

RICHARD COLLES of Prospect, County Dublin, and of
119 Stephen’s Green, City of Dublin, Barrister-at-Law,
the second scn of William Colles of Abbeyvale, was born
on the 8th cf June 1747, Having entered the Middle
Temple, he in the yesar 1783 was called tc the Irish Bar,
where he rose to ccmsiderable eminence, ' He published
some professional works, and hsed cthers ready for the
press at the time of his deathy he also left behind him
MS translaticns of Bracton and Glanvil. He was among
the sufferers by the enmity of Lord Clare, who unrelent-
ingly revenged himself for some strictures on his conduct
which Richard had published,

He married first, cn 5ih November 1770, Sarah,
daughter of Denis George of Stephen's Green, Dublin, and
sister of Denis Gecrge, barrister-at-law, afterwards Baron
cf the Exchequer, and ci Sir Rupert Gecrge, 1st Bart., a
raval officer of high distinction. By this marriage he
had several children, cf whom only cne, a daughter :
" Catherine, lived tc grow up. His wife dying 1n‘1%93 he
in 1796 married Elizabeth, daughter of Goddard Richards
of The Grange, County Wexford, and sister-in-law of the
Very Revd Walter Blake Kirwan, the celebrated Dean of
Killala, and by her he had issue surviving two sons,
Edward Réchards and Henry George. He died on the 15th
July 1816.

He is sald tc have been a remarkably small man, and,
88 sometimes happens in similar clrcumstances, contracted
8 c¢close friendship with a singularly tall barrister named
Mzhaffy; and being inseparable companions, and constant=-
ly seen tcgether in publie, they became the chjeect tc
their brother barristers of many witticisme, and at least
of cne pcetical effusion, which in my young days I remem=-
ber seeing in print, but the woras of whiech I have now
quite fcrgotten, *here was a story iold of what
cccurred cn one occasion when they uppeared in court on
ocpposite sides cf the same case, which iIf not true is at
least amusing. Mr Mahaffy addressed the sourt first,
and when he had concluded his remarks the judge sald,
nPlease sit down Mr Mahaffy», He replied, »I am sitting
down, my Lordnm, Cclles then began to speak, »When you
address the court Mp Collesm, said the Judge, wyou should
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stand up», »l am standing on the seat, my Lordw», he
replied!
His son, W,H.G,Colles, in his autobiography says of
him that he was »a very eminent barrister, and a goocd
natured man, however, who resigned a Judgeship on the
day of his appointment at the request of his broiher in
law, Denis George, next in nomination to the vacant
bench.» :

WILLIAM COLLES (2n4d) of Millmount, the eldest son of
William Colles and Mary Anne Bate, was born on the 24th
June 1772, Having been, with his brothers, educated at
Kilkenny Ccllege, he, in the year 1790, when 18 years of
age, entered Dublin University, and cbtained in 1793 a
gold medal and scholarship, but having incurred the dis=-
plensure of the heads of the University owing toc his out-
spcken cpinicns on politicsal questions, he was compelled
tc leave withcut taking a degree.

Of high ability and a keen peclitician, he took =
prominent part in the movement, at that time agitating the
country, in oppositicn to the payment of tithes, and in
favour of Roman Catholie Emancipaticn, and lived tc see
his prineiples triumphant.

The fcllowing copy of a letter in my possession,
written tc him by Daniel 0'Connell, »The Liberator», with
whom for many years he was on terms of clese friendship,
due nc doudbt to the similarity of their political Viaws,
may be considered interesting:

: rMerrion Squars
21st August 1840

b

»My dear Colles,

You see I have taken, or rather endeavoured to take,
your hint, I did as well as I cculd, and according to.
my policy I will repsat the idea in many forms before I .
think I have fully complied with your suggestion,
Sensitive men - and most men of talent are s0 - shrink
from the repetition of the same thought. As far as the.
public are concerned it 1s a grzat mistake. It is L e
necessary to say the same thing one hundred times before :
the public catech it, But then it becomes identified
with the pcpular mind - So I delude myself. .

For heavens sake why do you not attend a meeting of
the Citizens' Club, and give us the benefit of one
sarcastic argumentative interesting speeeh against the
Unicn? -Do not answer the question, but think of the
thing.

Very faithfully yours

Daniel O'Connell.»
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William Colles never married, and led the life of a
man practically devoid of personal ambition. In early
life indeed he established a small factory near Millmount
for hand-made writing paper from linen rags. It was
quite successful prior to the introduction of paper-making
machinery, with which hand-made paper could nct compete.

He died in October 1849 and was buried at Maddoxtown,
beside his brother Richard, whom he ocutlived only a few
days. :

ABRAHAM COLLES of 21 Stephen’s Green in the City of
Dublin, a very distinguished surgeon, the second son of
William of Millmount, was born on 23rd July 1773. His
father died when he was only six years old, leaving his
mother, a clever and capable perscon, with four young
children, His first public instruction was received in
the endowed school or college in Kilkenny, under the
auspices of & kind and Judicious man, Doctor Ellison,
formerly a Fellow of Dublin University.

There was a portrait at Millmount of William Coclles
of Kilecollen, (his great-grandfather), who was, as
mentioned of him in a foregecing notice, a physician and
surgeon of some repute, and it is told of Abraham that,
often gazing in his boyhood on this picture, he declared
his intention of becoming a surgeon also, a decision on
which he never changed his mind. Later on, during =2
visit at the house of an uncle in Dublin, Richard Colles
c? Prcspect, he disclosed to that relative the passion he
had conceived for medical and surgical studies, and his
mother was soon advised to permit him tc follow the bent i
of his inclination. b

In the year 1790 he .entered Dublin University. His
progress at school had baen such as to promise the high-
est ccllegiate success, but even thus early he evinced
that singleness of purpose which distinguished him
through 1life, by limiting his studies to passing through
the course respectably, but without endeavouring to
obtain premium and scholarship, as his elder brother had
docne ., He was proof indeed against every seduction that
might have lessened or interfered with his suecess in the
profession of his cholee, In corrcoboration of this I
may mention that I have a leiter of his, written from
Edinburgh to his mother on 30th November 1795, in which
he said, »I purpose not to spare any expense which I

think necessary for completing myself in this professian,
I would rather live on the Irish dish of potatoes and

cints with thorough knowledge of my business, than to
eat Beef every day and not know as much as I should of i%i.#




He embraced his professicn indesed with the ardour of a
lover, and paid it no divided allegiance.

In this place an anecdote connecting his name with
that of the illustrious Edmund Burke ought not te be
omitted. His uncle having had some correspondence with
Mr Burke on the subject cf a satirical pcem, Mr Burke’s
letter suggested tc the ycung suprgecn »some remarks on
the ccnditions of political satirer, which he committed
to paper, but on his uncle advising him to publish the
paper, he thrust it intc the fire with the reply that
having a name as an author would injure him in his proc-
fession, for »not a dowager in Dublin would then call .im
in to cure a scre throatr, : ,

: In the year 1795 Mr Collées cobtained his diploma from
the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland, and then
repaired to Edinburgh, at that time the first school of
medicine in the world. . A sojourn of six months made the
Irish Surgecn a Scoteh M.D., with which honocur he started
on foct for London, a Jocurney none of the easiest even at
soc late a date as 1735, Of this expediticn he left
amcng his papers an interesting and accurate diary.

In Lendon he attended the prineipal hespitals
assiducusly, and at Guy's commenced his acquaintance with
Mr, afterwards Sir Astley, Cocper, which scon ripened
into the closest intimacy and friendship, that lasted
through life. ; ;

In 1797 Mr Colles returned to the Irish capital with :
little but his own energy and kncwledge tc depend on. His
industry was astcnishing, his spirits ardent, and he was £
blessed with the serenest temper. In his youth he must
have been strikingly handscme, while a rcbust and well-
knit frame made his appearance still more sngaging.

There was much tc dissuade a ycung man with few
friends and little mcney from embarking in the surgical
profession at that time in Dublin, and even with the
ccurage which belonged to him his purpcse was cccasicnally
shaken. In Dublin however he ccontinued, and degan his
cuareer in a sufficiently wide sphere, amcng the haunts cf
the poor in the city, as visiting physician f¢c the Meath
Hospital, in that melancholy district called »The
Liberties», There, with humanity equal tc his pro-
fessional zeal, he laboured for some time, waiting for
better days. But although the public knew him not, his
professicnal friends did; and among cthers Mr Stuart,
then Surgeon-General, urged him tc relinguish medljeine,
and sclicit the appointment of resident surgeon to
"Stevens’® Hospital, which happsned tc be vacant. Mr
Coclles was persuaded, gained the cbject propesed to him,




and thus in the year 1799 made the first great step in
his professional life, He was connected with that hosp-
ital for over 40 years, for when in 1813 he ceased toc be
the resident surgeon of the institution, he accepted the
appcintment of visiting surgeon which he held until the
eapr 1842, :
% His position was now a good one and he turned it to
the best account, his humane and unintermitting attenticn
endeared him to his patients, while his knowledge, skill .
and dexterity commsnded the admiration of his pupils, for
he scon began to add the reputetion of an able lecturer
to that of a profound anatomist and masterly operator.
¥ith such intellectual and moral qualifications his
guccess was rapid. At the age of thirty he was in ccn-
siderable practice, and its increase was steady until he
reached the summit cf his ambition. For thirty years he.
was inccontestably the first physician and surgeon in Ire-
land. Though in the receipt of a ccrrespcndingly large
income however, he amassed but little wealth, for avarice
was not a stimulating motive to his exertions, while his
benevclence and generosity were profuse, Except for an
estate of abcout £2000 per annum which he purchased, he
begueathed, apart from the inheritance of his name and
example, but little-tc his family.

Mr Colles became & member of the College of Surgeons
in 1800, and from that period down tc 1836 he took an
active and leading part in the affairs of the institution,
¢f which he was three times President. - In 1804 he
succeeded to the Chair of Anatomy and Surgery in the
College. This was the second great step of his public
life, He held this most impcrtant professorship for two
and thirty years, and discharged its duties with match-
less assiduity and zeal. The Royal College of Surgeons
in Ireland has long enjoyed & European reputation, and
much of its celebrity is due unquesticnably toc the energy
with whiech Abraham Colles devoted himself to its advance-
ment during the entire time of his connecticn with it.
Scme idea of the stride which surgical education made in
Dublin during this period may be gathered frcm the fact
that when Mr Cclles became a member of the College of
Surgecns in the year 1800 the number cf medical students
in Dublin did not exceed sixty, whereas in 1838 they
certainly exceeded eight hundred.

The uncle already mentioned, whose house he
frequented much in his early days, once asked whether he
ever passed an idle hour, »] passed twé only last
Saturday, and probably saved ny life by it», was his
nephew’s answer., That Saturday was the tragical 23rd




July 1803, the date of Emmet’s inasurrection. It was Mp
Colles’ birthday, and he had visited his mother,.who was
then in temporary residence near Blackroeck. When enter-

ing Thomas Street, con his return to town, he heard the
dischurge cf the last shot which dispersed the insurgents.
At that time he wore a yeoman’s unifcrm, and had he not
been detained at Blackrock longer than he had purposed,

he must have been in the thick of the affray.

At ths time when Mr Cclies perfcrmed the operaticn
cf tying the subclavian ertery it had never been attempted
in Ireland, and conly twice in England. He was the first
surgecn in Europe whc ever pessed a ligature round the
largest branch c¢f the aorta.

He was also the first tc discover, and accurately to
describe, the fracture of one of the bcnes of the forearnm,
which was believed up tc that time to be a sprain only.
The accident in questicn is now universally known to the
prcfession as »Colles’s fracture of the radiuss, {(When
my sister, Miss J.M.Colles, was at Stuttgart in Germany
gome years ago, a doctor there, on learning her name,
asked her if she was related tc the surgeon who discoverad
Colles’s fracture! R.C.)

Sc far back as the year 1835 the health of this
eminent man began to fail, and he ncw fcund the fatigue
of lecturing toc much. In the summer of 1838 he resigned
his professcorship in the College of Surgecns, but this
step, absclutely inaispensable tc his health, was taken
with great reluctance, and deeply affected his spirits.

On the cccasion of his resignaticn the College assembled,
and voted an address, assuring him »That it was the
unanimous feeling of the Collage that the exemplary and
afficient manner in which he had filled the Chair of the
Theory and Practice of Surgery for thirty two years had
been & principal cause of the success, and consequent

high character,’of the schocl ¢f surgery in this country.=»
This tribute of appreciation was accompanied by the
presentatior of a superd piece c¢f plate, whieh by his

will he bequeathed as an heir-lccm to his descendants.

The College also adorned thelr hall with his f3l1 length
portrait by Cregan, and their museum with a marble bust
exacuted by Kirke, : ‘

In the year 1841, finding his health still deelining,
he resigned his appointment in Stevens® Hospital, His
practice hcwever continued almecst to the close of his
ecareer, which tocck place, after much cecasiocnel suffering,
on the lst of December 1543 in the seventy first year cf
his age. His remains were intsrred in the Cemetery of
Mount Jerome, and were followed to their resting place by
the entire medical profession in Dublin, and by & vast




concourse cf private friends,

A barcnetey was offered to, and its acceptancs more
than cnce pressed upen, dr Colles, He firmly however,
but mcdestly, declined it, observing that for himself
perscpally such distineticns had nc attraction, and that
in consequence of the distribution he intended to make of
‘his property among his children, an hereditary title
would be an inconvenient honocur.

The leading features of Mr Colles’ character were
solid Judgement, perfect probity, and the kindest of
hearts. The charm of natural ccurtesy, the simplest
manner, & most cheerful disposition, and unvarying gocecd
nature, made him the idol of his family, the delight and
admiration of his friends.

The foregcing account has been for the mcst part
taken from an article in the Dublin University Magazine
for June 1844, The following are extracts from some
newspaper notices in December 1843.

»The late Mr Colles was unquesticnably the greatest
surgecn that Ireland has produced in the present century,
His life has bean a career of indefatigable activity,
and no man ever brought to the science or practice of
his arduous profession a finer combination of the nany
intellectual gualities it requires. The enthusiasm so
essential to success in any pursuit he possessed in a
remarkable degree, and to this he united a soundness of
Judgement, and a nervcus masculine understanding, which
preserved him from every speculative delusion, and
mainly contributed to the confidence he inspired, and
the sclid reputaticn he enjoyed.

'wAs a surgical operator Mr Colles was without a
superior fcr coolness, decision and a steady hand. As
& surgical lecturer he was unrivalled; his strong
common sense, his complete knowledge of the subject angd
great persplcuity, rivetted the attention of his puplils,
while his sense of Jjustice, and the exactness with which
he discharged his duties, won their respect and regard.,
If he were indeed dearer to cne class than another it
was to the Jjunior branches of his prcfession, who not
merely locked up tc him as an experienced an& eminent
instructor, but even regarded him with a veneration
almost filial,

»His experience and scound understanding rendered him
a valuable counsellor in every affair of iife, but he
was ever resdy at all times to assist with more
substantial succour when the necsssities of a friend
required his aid, or any urgent distress aprealed for
sympathy. His respect for tpue vreligion was in Airect




proportion to his aversion for hypccrisy and fanalicism,
e entertained a firm ccnviction ¢f the great truths of
Chrigtianity, and in these found consclaticn in his
latest hours.

»During a period of thirty fcocur years he was Professor
of Surgery in the Royal College of Surgeons, and for
upwaprds of twenty the acknowledged head cf the surgiecal
professicn in Ireland. This pre-eminence he enjoyed,
as well by the decislion of the public, evidenced by the
vast extent cf his practice, as by the Judgement of his
procfessional brethren, attested by numerous tributee of
their admiration and esteenm. Mr Colles was a singular
example of the attainment of the highest rank and honour
without having exeited the Jealousy of a competitor, cor
made an enemy by his success, and this in a profession
which those who admire it mcst will admit that envy is
often evoked on slight grounds. :

»In politice Mr Colles was a Liberal, and that party
had nc adherent more devoted, upright, or unselfish, and
in his latter days he locked back with proud satisfac-
tion to the support he had given through life, altogether
apart from any personel or interested considerations; to
the cause of Catholie Emancipation, and to every great
question whieh affected the peace or the liberty of
Iraland. At the time when the Whigs conferred disting-—
tions cn & member of the medical, and on cne of the
surgleal, profession, indignation was felt that Mr Colles
should have besen passed cver on behalf of a favourite
courtier, We are happy tc lgarn however that bad as the
Whigs are, they were guililless in Lhils respect, The ‘
barcnetecy was offered tc Mr Colles; he had the geod
sense and manliness tc refuse the bauble. He died as
he had lived, an honest pclitician and an honest man.

»The last honcurs pald tc his mcrial remains were the
spontaneous expressicn of the feellng common to all who
knew him. When these were about tc be conveyed to thelr
last resting place in Mcunt Jercme Cemetery, for an hour
previcusly the asntire length cf Merrion Row and the North
and West sides cof Stephen's Green tc Dr Colles’® house
were impassable owing tc the crowd of carriages, while
.among those cn foot were Lo be seen members of the poorer
clagses from the neighbourhood of Donnybrock, where Mre !
Colles® residence had long been a blessing. e

»In addition to the members cf the College of Surgeons,
and the President and members of the College of Physic- °
ians, who laft their carriages and walked in procession
after the hearse, there were alsc the Master of the Rolls,
‘the Lord Chief Baron, Judges Perrin and Crampton, the P
Solicitor General, Lthe Hon Ccommissioner Plunket, and many:
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members of the Bar and cther prcfessions,

»The chief mourners were the five scns cof the
deceaged; his brothers-in-law, the Revd T.0ttiwell
Mcore, DD, and Dr Robert Harrison; his sons~in-law,
Major Harrison and James Arthur Wall, Esq.; and his
cousin, E.R.P.Colles, Esq.

»Mpr Colles, besides belng a constant contributor to
medical pericdicals, was the writer of two standard
works on professicnal subjects.»

I cannct, I feel, conclude this account of the life
and the passing away cf as perfect a character as human-
ity rarely presents, betier than with the following
extract which I have taken from »The Life and bLetters of
James Colles», by his grand-daughter, Mrs de Forest of
New York, It is from a letter written by Edward R.P.
Coiles, Dublin, to James Colles of the United States, who
wassat that time in Paris. It is dated 15th December
1843.

rAbout the middle of last month our cousin, Surgeon
Abraham Colles suffered so much as tc make everyone of
us wish that all was cver. His pain eased on the last
day of the month, he became calm and cheerful, and on
the follcowing day, ccllecting his family about him, con-
versed on ordinary subjects, and at seven in the evening
desired them to crder tea in his room, that he might see
cne moze cheerful meal. He locked happy when he saw
them about the table, encouraged conversaticn, and
placing his arm arcund his poor wife who sat beside him
cn the sofa, pressed her tc his heart, and expired so
gently that until a loud ery from her eldest son
anncunced the fact, she was not aware of it. He died
as happily, as he has lived usefully and hcnourably.

»A degree cf public feeling was evinced which has -
seldom been equalled on similar occasicns. The next

_day the clinical lectures al every hospital in Dublin
were suspended, the schocls were closed threcughcut the
city, and the Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons shut
u Kl

4 »On Tuesday the 5th his remains were 1aid in cur
beautiful cemetery at Mount Jerome, atiended by the
ncblest and most respectable in the city. But not the
least remarkable was the encrmous crowd of the poor from
every quarter that followed. Even a poor distoried
eripple limped from the Incurable Hospital,a distance of
three miles, tc pay the last honour tc his benefactor.

I have seen many splendid funerals, but never cne in
which the splendcur was so completely overpowered and
forgoetten in the manifestatlion of deep feeling.»




Mr Colles was married on the 25th April 1807 to
Sophia, dsughter of the Revd Jonathan Cope, Rector of
Ahascragh, County Galway, by whom he had five sons,
William, ﬁenry, Abraham, Richard and Graves, and four
daughters. 2 .

“RICHARD COLLES of Riverview,,later known as Lavis-
town House, Cocunty Kilkenny, the third end youngest son
of William Colles of Millmount, was”born on the 27th
October 1774.), On completion of his education at Kil-
kenny College, he went to live with a relative in Dublin
with a view to entering,on a commercial career there, but
after a short time hey“about the year 1795, decided to
return home to Kilkenny in order to take up and carry on
the marble business, which his mcther had with partial
success kept going from the time of his father's death,
e deeisicn from which she, (apparently having no strong
faith in BLs future), in vain sought to dissuade him,
His character being, like that of his brother Abraham, a
resolute cne, and his mind being fully made up on the
subjeet, all her arguments against his intention proved
to be futile. Fortunately he was Justified by the

PeSEL;°

; “The .following notice of him and his business is
taken from the »Statistical Observations relative to the
County Kilkenny», by Mr William Tighe before referred to.

»The most important gquarry in the limestone district
is that whieh prcduces the Kilkenny marble. It is
called the Black Quarry, and lies half a mlle to the
south of the town, This stune wnen polished has a
black greund, marked with a great variety of nmadrepores,
¢f bivalve and turbinate shells. The dressing of the
rough blocks and scme coarse work is carried out ab the
querry, but the principal work 1is done at the marble
mill, by means of which the marble is so easily wrought
as to be sold at a very moderate price. . The mill,
which both saws and polishes, is remarkable for the
simplicity of its structure and for the power it exerte;
it may fairly be said to do the work of forty two men
daily. Water 1s never wanting, and frcm the gocdness
of its structure it is searcas aver stopped on account of
repairs. :

»The importation of the marble in a finished state
inte England and Scotland has been hithertc prevented by
a duty of two shillings the cubiec fcot, what is exported
therefore is the rude bloek. The bloecks are principeally
ccnsigned to Liverpool and Glasgow; in return Mr Colles




somatimes takes white Carrara marble at the former place
whieh he works up st Kilkenny intc handscme and high-
priced chimney pleces, generally inlaid with coloured
stones, and adorned with sculptures in relief.
nir Colles 1s extremely attentive to the business,
which seems in a very thriving state, and wants nothing
but the passage of a eanral through Kilkenny tc encrease
it.»
, His close attentlon indeed, combined with his
intelligent management, caused the business quickly to
become highly prosperous, and 1t continued to prosper all
through the duration of the war with Prance, more
especially from the tlixe when Napcleon enfcorced a
general blockade with the avowed cbjeet of ruining
British commerce, . This blockade gave Richard his
opportunity, as it had the effect of keeping foreign
marbles from reaching Gréat Britain, He had consequent-
Ly s demsnd for Kilkenny marble at & very lucrative price,
and in as greal guantities as he could possidbly snppl¥}/f

This ultra-prosperous condition of trade
lastaed unfertunately for him only during the continuance
of the war, fcrelgn marbles beginning to be Imported
again once peace had been made with the French natlcn,
while: the fallure of the harvest in 1817 caused 2 famine
in Ireland, which with the general trade depressicn, and
political unrest, of the period, made things aifficult in
that ccuntery for a gocd many years afterwards,

Pichard Colles was married tc Anne, daughter of
Alexsuder Harper of Oowran, County Kilkenny, on Z21st of
June 1810, Thay had four sons, William, Alexander,
Richard and Abraham, and several daughters. He
purchased in the year 18206 a landed property at Rutbstown
in the Co; Kilkenny, in which hs took a great interest,
but this estate was scld, and as regards the greater part
passed out of the possession cof his family after the
desth of his widow in Lhe year 1858, the progeeds bLeing
divided among his children in accordance with the tarms
of his will, :

He died on 17th Octiober 1849, aged 75 years, and was
buried in Maddcxtcwn Churchyard, nct far from Riverview
House, his residence, which was built by him in the year
of his marrisge, 1816e = i

. WILLIAM COLLES of Dame Street, Dublin, the youmger
supviving son of Richard Colles of Dublin, and brother of
Christopher Colles, was born cn 7th April 1745, He was
s Bookseller and Publisher in Dublin, and was Hon Secréetary
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¢f the »mUnited Company of Bocksellerses in that elity. To
him John Colles, who subsequently emigrated tc America,
was apprenticed and served his time.

He was married in April 1768 to Anne Mcrris, only
child and heiress of James Morris of Grangemore, County
Kildare,  He died on the 5th May 1790,

LIEUTENANT WILLIAM MORRIS COLLES, son ¢f the above
William by his wife Anne Morris, was born about the year
1785. He was an officer in the 8th (The King's) Regi-
ment of Foot, (Ensign 1808, Lieutesnant 1808, cn half pay
at the end of the war with France 1818). He -was married
in the year 1818 to Ursula, daughter of John White of the
Castle of Wexford, and by her he had one son. He died
while still a comparatively young man in the year- 1825,
und was buried in St Martin'’s Churchyard, St Martin's
Lane, Londcn,

The Revd WILLIAM MORRIS COLLES, MA, DD, of Grange-
mere, County Kildare, Ireland, und Vicar of Melton
Mowbray, Leicestershire, the only son of Lieutenant W.M,
Colles, was bern in Wexford Castle on the 18th of April
1819. Sometime aftepr his father's death his mother was
married a seccnd time to Mr Boxwell of the Couniy Wexford,
-who was one of the most daring and skilful cross couniry
riders ever known in Ireland. and many were the tales of
his prowess in the hunting field. As may readily be
suppesed, his young stepson was from his early years
accustomed to ride, often fcllowing the hounds for a
wheole day; a sturdy lad, mounted on a shaggy pony, which
he usually rode barebacked.

He was educated al a Wexford school, and afterwards
at Trinity Collgge, Dublin, where he toock his M.A, degree.
He had all his life a great taste for mechanical pursuits,

“  and in early youth expressed himself fully determined to
be an engineer, Indeed his fondness for mechanical work
elung to him through life, and nothing pieased him more
than to be entrusted with the repair of scme article,
which was invariebly carried cut in a thoroughly workman-
like manner. : : :

He however finally decided on the Church as a career,
and when crdained was first appointed to a curacy in
Preston, Lancashire, subsequently cfficiating as curate
under the famcus Hugh Stowell in Manchester, In 1848 he
was appointed curate-in-charge of Melton and the Hamlets
and in 1866 he was presented by Mr Frewen to the living
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cf Melton Mowbray, then vacant, an appcintment which he
held during the rest of his 1ite.

On the 5th Decsmber 1850 he was married to Louisa,
daugliter of the Revd Henry Taylor, Rector of Stoke
Roehford, Co.Lincoln, by whom he had issue, Willlam
Morris Colles, (see page 58), Barrister-at-Law, and two
daughters.

The restcoration of Melton Mowbray Parish Chureh,
some parts of which had fallen intc a most dilapidated
condition, at s cost of £10,000; and the enlargement and
improvement of the Viearage, alsc much in need of repair,
which last Dr Cclles did entirely from his cwn private
purse at an expenditure of over £700, are two worthy
monuments of his long and useful pastorate.

The preaching of Dr.Colles was of the highest order,
his addresses were whclly extempore, and his utterance
wvas always marked by feeling and eloquence. His
indcmitable courage and energy, combined with a strict
sense of fairness, caused him to be admired even by those
disposed to differ from him, In private life he was
kird in the extreme, and for children he exhibited a
special fondness. His genercsity was of so quiet and
unostentatious a character that the vast majority of his
many charitable acts will never be ‘known, His wit, and
brilliant powers of repartee, are matters of common
knowledge.

In his later years, in conjunction with Mr J.H.
Glascott of Killowen, he compiled an elaborate pedigree of
+he family of Colles in Ireland, with some particulars
regarding those members of it who had emigrated to the
United States, Canada and Australia, and thelr descend-
ants.

He died on the ist February 1889, after a severe
illness, bravely borne, and was buried in the cemetery
adjoining the wvicarage, where his mocther, his wife and
his daughter had alreQAy been laid to rest.,

The foregoing particulars regarding Dr Colles were
taken chiefly from an article which appeared in the
nMelton Mowbray Times» of 15th February 1889,

»The Colles Memorial Hallm, containing a parish hall,
reading and writing rcoms, a library, a gymnasium etc.,
was erected to his memory in Melton iowbray in the year
1800 at a cost of upwards of £1000,and was opened in the
month of November of that year by the Bishop of
Peterborough.
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EDWARD RICHARDS GOLLES, elder son cof Richard Collsg
©I Frcspeect, Ccunty Dublin, was boern on 9th September
1798, Like his father he was a barrister, having been
called toc the Bap in the yeer 1828, Like hils father toc
he was quite a small man, but one of ccnsiderable mental
ability, and endcwed with & most retentive memory; even
in old age he could repeat long passages fron Homer,
Milton, Virgil, ete. withcut mcmentary hesitation.

While still a young man he was appointed by the
British Government Chief Justice of Sierre Lecne, an
office which he filled fcr scme time, and on the termina-
tion cf which he returned to Dublin. His long absence
from Irelend unfortunately militated in & great degree
aguinst his success in his profession after his return,
other and ycunger men having meantime come to the front.
His eircumstences accordingly 'during succeeding years
were not very gocd, nor had he apparently energy and tact
sufficient tc eneble him to better his position.

As a member of the Royal Dublin Sceiety his love of
literature procured him in April 1838 the position cf
Chairman of the Library Committee of the Sceiety, and in -
1855 he was appcinted the Sceiety’s Librerian on the
resignation cf Mr John Pation frcm that office. He was
especially noted for his kindness tc the young men who
frequented the library as students. = He held the
pesiticn of librarian until the year 1876, when advancing
years snd incressing infirmities compelled him reluctant—
ly tc resign an cffice which was dear to his heart.

In his young days he had the reputetion of being
somewhat cf a fire-eater, and thcugh cf a genercus nature,
he had a sharp tongue, and some sayings of his hardly bear
repeating. He fought several duels, of cne of which the
fcllowing account is related. He had = dispute cn the
subject of repeirs with the cwner ¢f the house he lived
in, whc, though ranking as a gentleman, was connected with
business. The contest growing warm between them, ended
in Colles challenging his landlcrd tc a duel, which was
accepted probably with reluctance, for when the time
fixed for the encounter arrived, and Mr Colles, a mcst
orderly man, was punctually on the ground, his opponent
had not put in an appearance, nor did he and his second
reach the place cf meeting until mcre than half an hcur
had elapsed, whieh time Colles spent in tramping sbout,
fuming with rage and impatience. When at length his
adversary appeared he addressed him as fcllows: »Sir,
were ycu endowed with the feelings of a gentleman, or
pcssessed with the punctuality of a tradesman, you couid
not have trespassed on my patience in this manner.
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Prepare tc defend yourself.» The duel then took place,
but apparently withcut fatal effect in the result.

Edward Cclles was married in the year 1828 to
Frances, daughter of John A.Garnett, MD, by whom he had
twc sons and three daughters, all of whom died unmarried
except cne dasughter Mina, who was married to Maj.General
Rebinson, RHA,

He died cn 27th April 1883, and was buried in
Donnybrock Cemetery beside his wife who had predeceased
him in June 1865. :

To him and tc his son, Jochn A.Purefoy Cclles, we are
indebted for many cf the dates and particulars availed cf
in the compilaticn cf the Colles pedigree, and of these
notes. :

JOHN ARMSTRONG PUFEFOY COLLES, the elder scon of
Edward Richards Cclles, was born in the year 1835, and
was educated for the medical professicn. Having taken
his MD degree in Dublin University, he went tc Indis on
receiving the appointment of Surgeon Major in the Bengal
Arny, a position which he held for several years.

Returning to Dublin, he, in the year 1870, became =
Fellcw of the Royal Ccllege cf Surgecns in Ireland, and
in the year 1872 went again to India, having meantime
been offered the appcintment of Professor of Surgery in
the Indian Medical College, Calcutta. He died there,
suddenly and unexpectedly, in February 1873, at the
commencement cf a promising career, aged 38.

There is a mural tablet to his memory in St Mary's
Church in Dennybrock, Dublin, on which it is stated that
it was: nErected by

his friends and comrades in India
in tcken cf the high esteem and regard
felt by them fcor him, '
and tc mark their sense cf the great lcss
which his death caused among them.»

GODDARD RICHARDS PUREFOY COLLES, the younger son of
Edward Kichards Coclles, was born in i838, He was

educsted in Trinity College, Dublin, where he graduated
BA in 1860 and took the L1.D degree in 1868,
He was ordalned Deacon in 1862 and Priest in 1883,

and acted as chaglain tec the Hackney Infirmary in London
frcm 1877 to 1895. -

He died unmarried on 4th cf May 1895, aged 57.




WILLIAM HENRY GEORGE COLLES, the younger son of
Richard Colles of Prospect, was born in March 1803, a
'seven months c¢hild’, and like otherg of his family was
of diminutive stature. In his autobiography he says,

»Had my growth only eccntinued in prcporticn to my size at
birth I might have bDeen & millionmaire long before the
celebrated Tom Thumb made his appearance.»

On completicn of his educaticn at school, he studied
law and became a Sclicitor, and not very lcng afterwards
was appocinted Portrieve cf Swerds and Lusk, County Dublin.
Later on, from Lord Talbet de Malahide, Lord of the Mancr,
he received the appocintment of Seneschal cr Judge of the
Mancr of Malahide, »the largest and most extensive
Mancrial jurisdietion in Ireland, bclding Courts of
Admiralty, Court Barcn, Court Leet, and'gourt Frankpledge,
the amcunt recoveérable therein being unlimited, and the
Jurisdicticon extending tc eriminal as well as elvil
cases,.» ;

This pcsiticn he held for many years, and in virtue
of his cffice he received at a later date the honour of
" knighthocd from the Earl of Mulgrave, then Lord Lieuten-
ant of Ireland. When or why he ceased 'tc held this
appcintment is nct on reccrd, probably it was owing to
this, like many other local jurisdicticns, having been
abclished. ‘

It is nct improbable also that while he was residing
at Belgriffin Park near Malahide, and as he informs us
prartaking of the hospitality cf Lcrd Talbot, and dining
frequently at his table, his business as a Scliciter in
Dublin must have suffered by his constant absence. At
any rete in the year 1859 he retired, and left Ireland
with his wife and family for Canada. He settled at
Blyth, in the prcviace cf Ontario, where he spent the
rest of his life, and where he died in the month of
September 1880,

He was an enthusiastic Freemason and a prominent
member of the order.

In or sbcut the year 1836 he was married tc Jane,
daughter of Captain Phepce, by whom he had four sons and
three daughters.

EDWARD G.T.COLLES, The following notice, copied
from an Oak Park, Illincis, newspaper of Octocber 1911,
refers tc the youngest scn of William H.G.Colles.

nEdward G.T.Colles, a resident of Chicagc for thirty
' three ysars, but interested in Osk Park because of his
- big real estate holdings here, died at his home, 3446




West donrce Street, after a long illness.

nHe was an inventor of some ncte, having patented
twenty feed water heaters, purifiers, separaters, ete.,
which bear his name, and for the mére correct and
eccnomlenl working of power plants, which are used by
many cf the great rallroads and manufacturing fiems
thrcughout the cocuntry.

»Mr Cclies was one of that ncted Irish family of the
naae., He was the ycungest son of W.H.,G.Colles, Kt.,
barerister, Sensschal of the Mancr of Malahide, and Judge
of the Malahide Manor Courts, son of a much respected
member of the Bar, Richard Cclles of Dublia, and a first
cousin cf the celebrated surgeon, Abraham Cclles.

nilr Colles had that innate modesty and kindness of
heart characteristic of his mcre illustricus predacess-~
ors., He was possessed of an indomitable persevarance,
working coantinucusly until success crowned lils efforts.
He devoted his time to business and tc home life rather
than tc scelety. ,

nHe was married to Diana Elizabath, eldest daughter
cf the late Charles G.Charteris, for thirty years
Treasurer of Kent County Ontarlc, son of the late C.G,
Chartaris of Aimsfield, écotlsnd, formerly a captain in

~the Light Dragoons,. .

nHis wife and dajpghter survive him. Interment was

at Chatham, Ontaric.»

WILLIAM COLLES of 21 Stephen's Grsen, Dublin,
Surgecn=in=Ordinary tc the Queen in Ireland, the eldest
Son of Surgeon Abrzham Colles, was, like his father, a
distinguished physician and suegecn. He was born cn
2nd July 1809, and was educated at Trinity College, .
Dublin, where he graduasted BA in the year 1831, MB in
1841 and MD in 18865,

He was appointed Regius Professor of Surgery to the
University in the year 1875, and the following is from an
article which appeared in »Saunder’s News Letter» on the
ocgasion of this appolntment:

»The place of the last of the great Irish Surgeons
of the old schcool (Mr Adams), has been worthily filled
by the election of one of the graat Irish Surgeons cf
the presaat day. Mr Colles is the distinguished son
of a very distinguished father. The eminent son, to
whom the University has Jjust paid sc high and well
merited a ccmpliment, has shcwn himself tc be & worthy
successcor ¢f his revered father. He is esteemed by his
professicnal brethren as a man of great erudition and of

-
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the soundest judeement. As an cperatcr few ee&n surpass
him, while in diagncstic skill and the judicious treat-
ment of disease he has no supericr. #de do not think we
exaggerate when we say that in difficult cases the most
brilliant of cur surgecns would willingly yield their
opinicns tc thcse of Mr Colles.»
- He was & Fellow und a past President of the Royal
College of Surgecns in Ireland, and acted as Honorary
Secretary to the College for many years. He was alsc
Surgecn toc Stevens® Hespital, Dublin, for over half a
century, and cnly resigned the post of acting Surgeon,
and sccepted that of Conmsultent instead, in 1891, owing
to his advanced years and failing health. The latter
pocsiticn he held up tc the time cf his death.

William Colles was married in September 1859 to
Penelcpe, daughter of Cadwallader Waddy, MP, cf Kilmacpe,
County Wexford, by whcm he had one son, Abraham Richard,
Wrey Prizeman and Gold Medalist, Dublin University,
Barvistar-at-law, whc was marvied tc Sophie C.Darlay in
June 1896, and died without issue in Juns 1899; also two
daughters, the younger of whom is wife of the Very Revd
Herbert B.Kennedy, Dean of Christchurch, Dublin.

William Colles died on the 18th June 1892, aged 83,
and was buried in the family vault, Mount Jerome Cemetery,
Dublin, :

The fcllowing are a few extracts from an eloquent
address delivered at his funeral in St Anne’s Church,
Dublin, by the Very Revd H.H.Dickinson, Dean of the
Chapel Royal: .

nWe are gathered together this morning, and in almost
a public way, tc pay a tribute of respect to one whose
life was singularly marked by a shrinking from 2ll
publicity; yet we, whe so greatly revered him in his
life, cannot but join to honcur him in death; and all
the mcre so, and not the less, because he did not sask
or aven seenm greatly tc care for, the ’honour that
ccmeth from men’, ;

nThe helr cf a name which stands among the highest'in
the rcll of his-profession, William Colles might, as you
know, have been ths inheritor also of'a title that would
have been well Destowed upon his father, well borne by
himself, but that that father in declining the proferred
cffer of a baronetey, was marked by the same modest
unworldliness which, with other and nobler gzifts than
earthly titles, he transmitted to his likeminded son,
Tc that best greatness he was born. He nevar 'achieved®
greatness by any anxious seeking after fame; and what
acknowledgements he did obtain were rather thrust upon
him than coveted or sought.

9
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»For upwards of sixty years he was connected with a
hespital whese nigh traditicns of surgical and medical
genius are associated with the history of Dublin; ana
.until ten years ago he was a sedulous, invaluable and
daily visitor and worker in its wards.

»None knew sc well as those who are present here how
greatly his sagacity and skill were valued by his
prcfessicnal brethren., How glad you were to have him
with you in a consultation when you had work to de that
was most difficult, and you knew alsc that in eocuncil
and cc-cperaticn his interest would always be simply for
the patient, and with no ulterior thought for his cwn
eredit or advancement. How ready he was tc retire and
efface himself when the ccunsel and aid had been effect-
ively given, .

»Some more worldly than he might have supposed him,
from reserve cf maaner, to be indifferent, but the poor
knew better, to whom he ministered in Stevens® Hospital,
who thronged his hall each morning, when his practice
was busiest, and to whom he gave his time and skill as
patiently as to all others. They saw and knew that he
was never indifferent to them, or tc any form of suffep-
ing that he could relieve.

nOur friend who has left us was nct & talker. He
never made a display cf his knowledge in his own special
fields of thcught and work, nor was he likely to speak
tc many of his ocwn more sacred and inner feelings, but
he laboured and lived as cne who did sincersly baslieve
all that as a Christian he professed, and he died peace~
fully, calmly, and with & childliike trust in the Master
whom he had tried tc follow, What higher model, what
nobler life, what better epitaph, can one propose to
you?»

HENRY JONATHAN COPE COLLES, of 14 Ely Place, Dublin,
wn, Co.Dublin, the sacond son of Surgecn

:gga:::kgzileé, was born’on the 24th of June 1810, On
the ecompletion cf his education he was called to the
Irish Bar, and not very long afterwards was offered the
position of Prineipal Taxing Master of the Courts of
Chancery and Commcn Law in Ireland, a pesition whieh h
accepted and continued to oeccupy for many years,

He was married in the year 13451:o l;iza:ezh, 1

n Mayne, Esq., of Dublin arrister-at-

?:gshigg giuggﬁdauggto; otqu; Justice I;yna of the Court
cf King’s Bench in Ireland. By her he had three sons,
Abraham, John Mayne and Henry J.Cope; and five daughters,
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all of whom were married; the eldest in 1866 to Sir
Edmund Bewley, Judge of the Supreme Court in Ireland, and
a Judicial Commissicner of Irish Land; and the second in
1868 to the Rt. Hon Edward Gibson PC, Lord Chancellor of
Ireland, who was in 1885 created Baron Ashbourne,

Mr Henry Colles died on the 26th December 1877 aged
67 years, and was buried in Mount Jerome Cemetery, 6ub11n.

ABRAHAM CCLLES, the eldest son of Henry Colles, was
born on 13th Ncvember 1847, He graduated in Dublin
University in Arts and Medicine, and received his MD
degree there in 1878, He was alsc a Fellow of the Royal
Cocllege of Surgecns in Ireland. ;

He settlied as a physician and surgeon in Wellington,
Somerset, at first; and subsequently at South Hampstead,
where he practised fcr many years, during whieh time he
was the Irish Lord Chancellor’s V{sitor of mental patients
in the London district. In consequence cf ill-health he
was compelled to live for several years in the Isle of
Wight, and had eventually to give up the practice of his
prcfession altogether. He died suddenly cof heart
failure at his residence »Inisfailwm, North Erd Road,
Hampstead, on the 29th January 1912, aged 64 years., '

Dr Colles, previcus to the breakdown of his health,
was & well kncwn figure in Irish circles, and an active
member of the Irish Literary Scciety. lt the time of
the distress in 1898 in the West and South of Ireland, he
tcok a prominent part in promcting the fund for its
relief which was raised through the Jjoint efforts of
I ociaticns in Londcn.

'ishazsgsz married in 1875 to Emily, daughter of Major
Alexander Dallas of the Madras Intun{riévby ibonAho had
- Henry Cope, bora 20th April 9, and Alexander
g:ilgg?séor:nig;n cvember 18803 and five daughters.

JOHN MAYNE COLLES, KC, Ll.D., of =St Patrcen,
Stillorgan, Ccunty Dublin, the second son of Henry Colles,
was born in the year 1858, and wes educated at St
Columba’s College and at Dublin University, where he was
awarded the Gcld Medal in English Literature. He was
ealled tc the Bar in 1880, ani wuas subsequently for some
time Ppivate Seeretary tc his Lrother-in-law, the first
Lord Ashbourns, then Loed Changallor of Ireland.

But the work of his life was done as Registrar-in-
Lunacy, an office which he held for over thirty years,
and oniy rezigned when compelled by railing health toc do
80, In this post of responsibility for the welfare and




property of Wards-in-Chancery of unsound mina, his
perscnal gifts fcund secpa; it brought him into close
toueh with every slde of Irish life, and his relaticns
with those amcng whom he came in contact were always
extremely cordial. His periodic visits to asylums ware
lcoked forward to by the patients, whc knew that they had
a mcst sympathetie friend in the Registrar, '

Having beccme & member of the Medico-Psycho Associa~
ticn, the scientific study of mental diseases which he
undertock made the medical profession regard him as
almost one cf themselves. : .

It is remarkable that in all the disturbances in k-
Ireland, though he was constantly travelling all over the
country as a Government servant, he never met with person-
al interference, nor was the business of his department
at any time cbstructed.

He was an excellent German schollar, and translated
from the German of Louisa Pichler, »A Daughter of Romen,

a romance published in 1893, He alsc edited »The
Journal of John Mayne», his grandfather, during a tour
cn the Continent in 1814, after the fall of Napoleon,
which was published in 1909,

He was married in April 1885 tc Elizabeth Agnes,
daughter of the Revd Charles Dickinson, Rector of Bodmin,
Cornwall, and grand-daughter cf Charles Dickinson,DD,
Bishop cf Meath, by whom he had two sons and one daughter.

He died in Londcn cn 17th December 1922, aged 64,

WILLIAM COLLES, of Pubna, Bengal, India, Physician
and Surgeon, the eldest scn of Richard Colles of River-

view, was born in October 1811, and was educated at
Trinity Cocllege, Dublin, where he took his degrees in

Arts and Medicine.
He, cn coapleticn of his ccllege course, went tc

Paris with the avowed cbject of studying in the medieal
sehcols there, but nct being apparently by any means
devoted to his prcfessicn, and having a decided taste fop
painting and musie, he spent most of his time in Paris in
/ the study of Art rather than medicine, in copying»

pietures in the Louvre and cther galleries, and in the
sceiety of spirits congenial with his own.,  His father
however insisted on his returning home and taking up the
practice of his professiocn, and he accordingly did so, B
entering intc partnership with a dcetor in England.

fhis partnership however for some reascn or cther
did not last leng. The lure of the Bchemian life in
Paris probsbly proved tcc sirong, for we shortly find him ..
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Lthere agaipn, where scon afterwards he was married some=
what laprudently tc a charming and amisble Pranch lady,
Marie Frangoise Galmiche, with whom, in genteel poverty,
he led for several years an exictence ©f mutual affection,
and by whom ha hed geveral children, none of them, except
one daughter, living to grew up,

Shortly alter his fether's death he, accompanied by
hie wife and child, returned to Irelend, and thence at a
later date they went to Indis, where he was offered and
accepled an appolntment under the Gevernment as medionl
Officer of the district of Pubna in the Provinece of
Bengal. The Indian climate however after a few years
proved fatal tc his wife, and fearing its effects onr his
child alsc he resigned the appcintment, and came back
again to Ireland. - .

He was merried a second time, in Dublin, tc a Miss
Anne Dowling, with whom and his daughter he went to Londen
and tcok up residence there for the purpcse of practising
as & physician. This design apparently proved unsuccess-—
ful, and ccnsequently they returned to Dublin, where on
23rd January 1873 he died ratbher cuddenly, in the 62nd
year of his age. :

A short memcoir of Alexander Colles of Millmcunt,
Kilkenny, my Father,

ALEXANDER COLLES, born on 5th of February 1815, was
the second scn of my graundfather, Richard Coclles of
Biverview Hcuse, Co.Kilkenny. He was educated at
Kilkenny College, (the old schocl where many distinguish-
ed ‘men had veceived their educaticn), under the late Dr
Baillie. He attended schcol as a day scholar, but in
these days day-boys were expected and required to be ‘
early and late at school, and my father has told me that
he was cften shivering cutside the College gate walting
for admissicn befcre five o'clock on a winter's morning.
There were at that time nc suech things as lucifer patches;
& preparaticn of phosphorus being used, which was kept in
4 Jar, and splinters of wood tipped with sulphur, which
@ach boy used to prepare himself, being dipped in the Jar,
& flame was produced, enabling them to light their
candles. In these days of slectric lighting one ean
scarcely realise such a primitive arrangement!

As a boy, my father was small for his aga, and with
8 set figure, and his schoolfellows eonsequently bsstowed
Cn him the nickname of 'Grand-daddy”’. But when about
Tourteen years old he began to develep rapidly, and in &
few years was considerably cver six feet high and broadly
made in preportica. He used to say of his height that
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he was *Six feet twc without a shoce’. His weight when
in the prime of life was approximately seventeen stone,
In appearance he was handsome, in manners quiet but
atiractive. In disposition he was cpen handed and
genercus to & fault, .

He entered Dublin University when he was fifteen
years of age, and studied there for two or three years,
but fcr scme reascn or cther did noct take cut a degree.
In fact at that vericd of his life he appears to have
been much mcre disposed for physical exercises and p
amusements, hunting, shooting and athletices, in all of
which he excelled, than in anything in the nature cf work
or that reguired centinued and steady applicaticn,

Under his father's exhortsticns however he undertock
more than once to study for a professicn, but did not
carry out his intenmtion. He walked the hospitals but
never becume & physician; attended lectures on anatomy
but never became a surgecn; ate his dinners but did nct
get called tc the Bar, All through his life he had
nevertheless more than a smattering of these things; his
execellent memory and strong common sense, combined with
the kncwledge he had acquired to make him a very good
smateur lawyer. His neighbcurs frequently came to put
their legal difficulties befcre him, and his opinion
readily given was generally fcund tc be correct. :

As a young man he was 8 darirg rider, and a con-
spicuous figure in the hunting field, and many stories I
have heard, frcom those who have been admiring spectators,
cf the towering fences apd yawning ditches he negocliated
which everycne shirked but himself. His great penchant
hewever, which almcst amcunted tc a passion, was for
shocting, at which he exeelled. As 2 snap shct with the
muzzle loading gun whieh he carried for many years, and
which he used when &5 & boy I went out with him first, he
very rarely missed & shot. He afterwards got this gun
converted into & breech lcader, but I think-did not
always shoct quite so well with it then as he did when in
its cld form, though he carried it every season up tc the
last year of his life, and never seemed tc wish tc change
it for another. 5 ; :

Abcut the year 1840 he accepted an agency from the
firm of Mark Mcnsarrat and Son, the well-known wine '
merchants of Dublin, which prcved & successful venture,
and in the fcllcowing year Miss Isabella Monsarrat, a

-~ singularly gentle and attractive girl of 19, then fresh
from school, came on & visit to his father's house. The
natural result followed. Mutually attracted they scon
became engaged.  The story of how the engagement came
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about invcolves 2 somewhat romantic incident. Takinz her
with him one day to the eity cf Kilkenny to show her the
varicus objects of interest, among cther places, he
brcught her up the Round Tower of St Canice®s Cathedral
fcr the ostansible purpcse of letting her sas the very
extensive view of the town and surrcunding dountey
visible frcam thence. But while there he cpened before
her mental vision a prospect of a very different kind by
proposing tc marry her. Whether she accepted him then
and there histcory saith not; 1if she did not then accept
his propcsal however she must have done so.shortly after-
wards, for they were married in the month of Octcber
following, ‘4 odebes 174)
Through the influence of friends while still a
young man he was appcinted to several impcrtant land
agencies, which at first were profitable encugh, but
which afferwards during the lean and troubled years 1845
tc 1850 became, Owing to the famine and the disturbed
state of the country, almost valueless. During these
years, though it was almost impessible owing to the
unfortunate conditicn of Ireland to dc his dutles by his
employers without undue harshness tc the tenants, it
speaks vclumes fcr his kindness and consideration to the
latter, that he never lcst his popularity with them ncr
his influence over them. Many a time, he has told me,
he rcde, after a lcng day in the County Wexford eccllect-
ing rents, the whcle way thence to Kilkenny with hundreds
of pounds in his pockets, and was never cnce molested.
That he had a pistcl in his pocket alsoc, and was fully
prepared tc use it if necessary gces nl‘hcut saying, but
at any rate he naver had oceasicn to use it.
It was about this time that an admiring contemporary
wrcte of him as fellows: wmAlexander Colles is a fine
athletic yocung man, of great ability; prudent, wise,
genercus; suocassful in all his undertakings, yet bear-
ing himself with mcdesty in everything; in short an
example for all ycung men tc copy.»
When they were first married my parents had no
house of their cwn, They came tc iive at my grand-
father's, which proved tc be a somewhat unfortunsta
arrangement, as my Mother, though gentleness itselr,
found her many sisters-in-law rather difficult tc get on
¥#ith, which mede her very unhappy. Accordingly sbout
twe years after thelr marviage they left my grandfather’s
house and went to live at Millmcunt, at that time
inhebited only by my bachelor grand-uncle, William Colles,
and two cld servants., (I have a fond recollection,as a
ehild,of this dear cld man, He always carried sugar-




candy in his pockets for mel).

On 31st July 1844 their first child (myself) was
born at No.17 Belvedere Place, Dublin, whieh was then the
residence of my grandmcther, Mrs Mcnsarrat.

The next year, 1845, commenced the feailure of the
potatc ercp in Ireland which culminated in the follcwing
season, and brought in its train the twin scourges of
famine and fever, among a pecople the mcst patient and
light-hearted in the wecrld, but a very large percentage
of whom even in prospercus times lived in touch with
hunger and nakadness. For them the failure of the
potato crop, their almost sole means of siubsistence,
meant untold suffering and death; but even fop the - com=-
paratively well tc dc the time was trying in the extreme.
My father carried cn his land agency business as best he
ecculd, but it became more and more unprofitable, for few
Cr nc rents were paid, and mcney could not be kept by
anyone who was at all charlitably dispcsed Ln the face of
SO0 much misepry and want.

At lest the crash came, A friend, for whom he had
in an unguarded hour gone security, failed to meet his
engagements, and his creditors came down on my Father,
who in the impcverished state of his purse was unable to
stand the shcek. Imprisonment for debt was tLhen the law,
and to the degradaticn of impriscnment he resclved not to
submit, He fled the country, first to Londcn and thence
to Parls, where his elder brother happened tc be then
living, and determined tc remain abroad until his friends
could ccme to terms cn his behalf with the creditors,
This they had not mueh difficulty in doing, fcr all
expressed themselves well disposed towards him, and
scrry fcr his misfortune; but he lost all his agencies,
and had to begin the werld afresh with a wife and six
young children, the eldest orly eight years ola, 43
dependent on him. Happy was he then in the love cf his
devoted wife, a better or mors unselfish nc man ever had.

After looking about him for some time in London and -
elsewhere he decided to return to Kilkenny, and take up
the marble business there with which he was more or less
familiar. It had been practically dereliet since his
father died in 1849, and for many years before then had
been in a decaylng state like elmost every cther business
at that time in Ireland. Toc resuscitate and extend its
operations he devoted himself with untiring energy, and
in a few years he had acquired additional water power,
erected a quantity cf the most modern machinery, and
ccllected a large body of skilled workmen. Thus being
equipped, he succeeded in cpening up & large and lucra-
tive trade In a comparatively short time with all parts
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cf the United Kingdcm. About this date (1856) the duty
was teken off fcreign marbles, and hencsforth they could
be imported duty free, but for a considerable time after-
varde Lhis made no very perceptible difference, in fact
the effect cof foreign competitiocn in the marble trade was
not fully felt until scme years after my father’s death,
which tock plaes in 1876,

From 1862 when I left schocl I was associated with
him in his business. In that year and the following .
(1863), he filled the cffice of Mayor of Kilkenny City.
It was during his Maycoralty, and owing to his exertions,
abllity and influence, that the present Fair Green and
Pubtlic Markets Iin Kilkenny were scquired and enclosed.
Their establishment has been of great and lasting benerit
to the town, both by the income derived from the tolls,
and by taking the falrs and warkels off the streets,
where, much tc the discomfort of the inhabitants, they
had previcusly been held from time immemorial. -

He wag fcr nmany years & member of the Kilkenny
Corporation, and & magistrate fcor that ecity. He was
alsc a member of the Ccunty Asylums Becard, and an
ex-officic Guardian of the Pcor, : .

In the ysar 1854 any father suffered from a very
severe attack of gout, caused by a fall from his gig when
driving, which brought him elmecst to death’®s dcor; and
theugh after =zn illness of several mcnths duration he
gradually reccvered, tc all appearance seeming to be as
well as ever, ha subsequently wes liable to recurring
geizures ¢f the ccmplaint, which gradually undermined his .
fine ccastitution, and eventually caused his death. But
for the gout he was a remarkably hesalthy men. He often
tcld me he had never %ad & headsche !'n his 1ife ana did
not know what the feeling was like. At the time of his
death all his teeth but two were perfacily scund, cne of
thess twc had been stcpped, the other he had got pulled
cut when it pained him, the cnly cccasicn cn which I ever
knew him tc have a toothache, He never wore gloves, but
sc gocd was his circulation that he could held the reins
end drive all dsy ip midwinter without feeling his hands
eold. ‘ :
On the 14th cf Octcber 1841 he was married to
Isabella Christiana, dsughter cf the late Mark Monsarrat
cf Dublin, and had igsue by her twc sons, Richard and
Alexander, and Tive dauughters. : _

He aled on the 6th of March 1876, in his 62nd year,
and wag buried in the churchyard cf Maddoxtown, near his
recidence, as was ‘also his widow who died on the 12th of
Januery 1881. .
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Prcbably had my father been more worldly wise his
career would have been a more successful one, that is, as
men ccunt succees; but I would far rather have had him
as he was, I well remember in my schoelboy days his
repeating tc me the Latin sentence which throws some
light on the characier cf one of the graat men of
antiquity, »Caesar dando, sublevandc, ignoscendo, gloriam
sibl adeptus est.» ‘It has often occurred tc me sinece
then that these words convey In great measure a clue to
his own feelings and impulses, and tc his conduet in life.

I conclude with the words of an old friend of his
spcken tc me some years after his death. nHe was a man
of rare ability, and of an atiractive, unselfish, and
ilcveable nature, You have every reason indesed for being
proud and thankful for having had such a father.» And
truly frox my heart I can confirm this opinicn of him, for

" I have never kncwn any other man, (apart altogether froa
my relationship to him), whom I could feel ecapable cf
é regurding with the sume degree of reverence and affection.

1

RICHARD COLLES cf Gaya, Bengal, Civil Engineer, the
third scn of Richard Colles of Riverview, wes bora on the
26th of November 1827, Claver and handscme, he was as a
boy wild and wayward, and the despair cof an indulgent
father; but having a pronounced taste for mechanies and
engineering, and spending most of the time when he should
have been, and was beliaved tec bs, at sechcol, in the work- .
shop of a gunsmith and general mechanic, which he fcund
frresistibly attractive, he pleked up a wonderful amcunt
of manual and mental dexterity, helpad by a guick eye and
sctive intelligence.

A desire for seeing the werld, impatience of
restraint, and a buoysnt dispcesiticn, induced him in
early manhcod to go to America, where he travelled over a
considerable part of the United States, gaining informa-
tion and experience, but setiling nowhere. Returning tec
g Ireland, he, in the year 1855, went thence tc Liverpool, -
L) where he started an agency business ic whieh he was

2 entirely unsuited, and whiech cocnseguently was not s

» suecess, '

& In the following year he proceeded to India, where
he applied for, and succeeded in securing, engineering
employment under the government, at first in a tempcrary
eapacity, but cm proving his ebility he was given, and
without being reguired tc pass the usual examinat cn, &
permanent appcintment at Gaya as Civil Engineer undepr the
Government of India, which he held during the remainder
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cf his life.

In the year 1859 he came to Ireland on leave, and on
the 10th January 1860 he was married to Mary, daughter cf
the late James W.Ramsay cf Dublin, accompanied by whom he
returned tc India. By hee he had cne son, Richard
William, and twc daughters.

A sudden illiness, probably due tc sunstroke,
unfortunately cut short his life on 10th January 1868,
(the anniversary of his wedding day), in his 41st year.

RICHARD WILLIAM CCLLES, or, tc give him the name he
preferred tc be known by, Ramsay Colles, the only son of-
Richard Cclles of Gaya, was born at Buddha Gaya, Bengal,
on the 5th October 1862,

Hig father having died when he was little more than
five years old, his mother with her three young echildren
returned tc Ireland. Her brother, Majcr General Ramsay,
whc had spent most of his life in fne 10th Madras Native
Infantry Regiment, and who, on retiring from the Aray,
had alsoc come back to Ireland, tock cn himself the
education of his nephew, and he was accordingly sent to
schocl at Bective College, and Wesley College, Dublin.

On leaving school he entered the sarviee of the
Ulster Bank in Dublin, in whieh his ability and industey
earned for him within a few years rapid promotion and the
eccnfldence of his superiors; but a desire for novelty, a
love of literature, and an ambition for authoreship,
coupled pcssibly wIth cther unacknowledged reascns,
indieed him to resign hils positicn in the bank, the
directors of which presented him, in reccganition cof his
past services, with a testimonial and a2 gratuity when
leaving. A

He became the editor of the »Irish Figarcr», a weekly
publication, and cf one or twc cther magazines. He was
also the author cf a number of books and pamphlets, the °
most important of which were, »In Castle and Court Houss,
being Reminiscences of 30 years in Irelands, published in
1911, and a »History cof Ulsterm in 4 vclumes, published
in 1519. He alsc founded, and tcck a deep Intarest in,

a weekly publicaticn during the Great War, named
»Blightym, which ccniained Jckes, witticisms ete., and was
iliustrated with pictures taken from mPunchs, sLondon
Opinicam and similar papers, and which was d{stributed
gratis among the trcops in zhe treanches, with whom, as

may easlly be believed, it was immensely popular,

He was a member of the Royal Irish Academy, and a
Fellow of the Rcyal Sceiety of Antiquaries in Ireland.
He was also for many years a magistrate fce Dublin City.
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He was gifted with plenty of ability, but seemed to
have little liking for giving continucus attenticn to any
subject. He was pcssessed of many nctions and prcjects
for securing success in the weorlid, but benefited very
l1itile by any of them. His conversation was vivacious
and entertaining, full of witticisms and gocd storiss.

He was deeply read in pcetical literature, for which
indeed, and for poeis in general, he had a love amcunting
almost tec infatuation.

In the year 1896 he was marrled tc Annie, eldest
daughter of the Revd P.J.Sweeny, MA, the rector of
Annascaul, County Kerry, and widow of —- Ross, and by
. her he had cne son. B

He died cuddenly in London in October 1219 from &
heart affection cf long standing, at the age of 57 years.

WILLIAM MORRIS COLLES, FRGS, of 5 Elm Court, The
Temple, London, and late of 3 Southampton Street, Strand,
London, and The Grange, Slindcn, Arundel, the only son
. ef the Revd W.dorris Cclles, Vicar of Melton Mowbray, was

born at Meliton Mcwbiay cn 23rd Nevember 18565. Educated
at Oakham Schcol, and later at Emmanuel College, Cam-
bridge, where he tock his degree in 1877, he was called
tc the Bar by the Inner Temple in 1880, and nct long
after joined the staff of the »Standaréu newspaper as a
leader writer, where he widened his knowladge cf men and
affeirs, and developed the pen of a ready writer.

Highly informzed common sense was a salient atiribute

of his mind, and he was well able to specialize as was
shewn when he tock up the guestion of international ccpy-
right, and ccllsborated in & bock on the subject, »Play-

~right and Ccpyright in All Naticns»,

In 1890 he founded The Authors® Syndicate, of which'

he seted as managing directcr, and in the same year he
joined the ccuncil cf the Society of Authors.

To the Authors® Syndicate he gave up a ccnsiderable
part of his personal ambition as a writer, in crder to
devote himself tc work which meant gaetting fair terms for
authers, by making proper contracts with their publishers
cn their behalf, and finding the best market for their
preductions. Though this was admittedly & business
undertaking it did not lead to his personal enrichment.
A silver cup presanted tc him, inscribed with the names
of many distingulshed authors whose interests he had
served, was 8 pcssessicn of which he was justly proud,

He would spend ungrudging pains indeed in favour of

P
—
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what he caw to be honest and promising work, but this did
not make him telerant of incompetence. sMadamn, he was
xnocwn tc say, mthe fact that you are left a widow with
five children does nct qualify you for a literary careers.
His book, »Success in Literaturer, aired at summarizing
the qualities which made for successful writing.

He was married on 7th July 1880 to Fanny Elizabeth,
dsnghter of W.F.Wratislaw Bird, of Walmer, County Kent,
solieitor. and she, with twe scns, survives him. He
iied at The Grange, Arundel, on 11th October 19286,

In private 1life his wayward and sensitive humour

endeared him tc many friends.
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This memoir of RICHARD COLLES of Millmount, Kilkenny, who compiled
this book, is based on notes made by one of his sisters.

He was the elder son of Alexander Colles (see p,49), and Isabella |
Monsarrat, and was born at his maternal Grandmother's house in Dublin on i
31st July 18Lk.

In person he was tall and well proportioned, with a refined face and
dignified bearing, He was by nature of a somewhat reserved disposition,
but he had "two soul sides", one to face the world with, and one to show
to those he loved and trusted,

Though healthy and vigorous in manhood, he was delicate as a child,
and probably, as the result of the ceaseless care his Mother bestowed on '
him during those early years, an unusually strong bond of love and ‘
friendship existed between them, unbroken till her death, I

He was educated at Kilkenny College, and left school at the age of 18,
in order to commence work with his father in the Irish Marble Works, which
he had resuscitated and modernised, He was wont to relate how he used to
get up in the very early morning in order to study for some hours every day,
before going out to business, He passed all his examinations at Trinity
College, Dublin, without help, except in Classics for which he was coached

, by Dr, Heatley, a distinguished scholar, and Canon of St, Canice's

f‘ Cathedral, Kilkenny, He graduated as B.A, in 1867. Certainly, what he
"sowed in Spring" he "reaped in Harvest", for the love of good literature
and especially of poetry, continued to be his chief pleasure to the end of

his life,

He was only 32 when his Father died suddenly, and some five years later
he lost his Mother also, who had never recovered from the grief of her

husband's death,

In 1883 he married his first cousin Selina Jane, eldest daughter of
the Revd, John Mack Williams and Ellen Monsarrat., They had three sons and

one daughter,

In the early years after his Father's death and his own marriage,
Ireland was in a very disturbed state, and he had meny difficulties to
overcome, It was only by hard work and the stringent economy practised
&t by both himself and his wife, that he was able to make arrangements to meet
; the family charges on his Father's estate, and to pay the disproportionately
high cost of the education of their children, The habits of simplicity
then formed remained with him to the last, and, at the time of his death,
he was comparatively well off,
During her lifetime, his wife was an unfailing support to him, and a
wonderful Mother to their children, They lost both their second son and i
their only daughter in 1914, and less than three years later his wife died

on the 18th May 1917. .
He then decided to sell his property in Kilkenny, which he succeeded in

doing /
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doing after a little time, and moved first to Dublin where he remained
for two years, before coming to live in London, As his knowledge and
love of flowers and plants was very great, he derived much pleasure from
Kew Gardens, which were near to his new home,

He became a Magistrate for County Kilkenny in 1885, and succeeded
his Father as a member of the County Asylums Board. He was later, for
two successive years, High Sheriff of the City of Kilkenny,

He died at his house, 19 Lichfield Road, Kew Gardens, on 27th i
November 1929,
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lomrander Sir (Brﬁos‘t) Dudley (Gordon) Colles, K.C.B. 1953, K.C.V.0. 1949,
l.B.E. 1919,

Born 5th April 1889, third son of Richard Colles of Millmount, Kilkénny,
nd his wife Selina Jane, daughter of Reverend John Mack Williams,

Served in the Royal Navy for 26 years. In December 1932 he retired and
las appointed Secretary of His Majesty's Privy Purse, serving King George V,
ling Edward VIII, King George VI, and Queen Elizabeth II. Retired in 1956, and
las appointed an Extra Equerry to Her Majesty.

Married IIth August I920 Jacqueline, (b. 22nd May 189I; d. 7th January
1959) third daughter of J.H.G.Norman, of The Hoors, Barnwood, Gloucester; One
laughter, Jane Monsarrat, b. 25th January I923.(3he merried, 6th June 1931,
lajor (7obert) John Hyde-Thomson, M.C., D.L.I. (d. I8th September g) eldar

lon of Hyde Hyde~Thomson.)

| Educated Arnold House, Llandullas, September 1896 - April I901; Stoke
louse, Stoke Poges, May 1901 - August 1902; Eastman's, Winchester, September
(902 - July 190§,

Joined Paymaster Branch, Royal Navy I8th July I906 as Assistant Clerk,
‘romoted to Clerk, July I907; Assistant Paymaster, April I910; Acting Staff
Paymaster, July 1917; Paymaster Lieutenant Commander, April 1920; Paymaster
sormander, April 1928, -

Appointments:- H.M.S. "Argyll" July I906; "Skirmisher" July I907;
"Royal Arthur™ 1909; "Essex" September I1909; R.N.Barracks, Devonport, April
%912: R.N.College, Dartmouth, September I9I2, World War I. "King Alfred" August
I914; Portland Naval Base, October I9I4; "Astrsea” (Cameroons campaign) May
I915; "President" (for oanplo‘tlon of Cameroons records) June I916; "Crescent™
Navo.

I917; Secretary to British Liaison Officer, Fussia, (Rear-Admiral Stanley)

July 1917; (in Russia until January 191I8); Secretary to Director of Plans




Division, Admiralty, May I918; as such became Secretary to the British Naval

ection at the Peace Conference, Paris, 1919 - 1920; "Queen Elizabeth" as Secretary
o the Chief of Staff (Commodore Fuller) May I920; "Victory" for Secretaries’
ourse, August 1923; Admiralty, 3rd Sea Lord's Office, January 1923, Secretary

0 3rd Sea Lord (Rear-Admiral Fuller) May 1923; "Hood" as Secretary to Vice~-
dmiral Commanding Battle Cruiser Squadron (Fuller), April 1925; various
ippointments, May I927 - June I928; "Kellett" I928; "Despatch" as Secretary to
*mnder - in- Chief, Nofth America and West Indies Station,(Fuller), June

i928; Admiralty, as Secretary to 2nd Sea Lord (Fuller) May I930. Retired from

loyal Navy Decsmber 1932,

Secretary of His Majesty's Privy Purse, 1932 - I952; Registrar of Royal
lietorian Order, 1932 - 1936; Deputy Treasurer to H.M. King George VI, I9I -
[952; Deputy Treasurer to H.M, the Queen and Assistant Keeper of H.M's Privy
Jurse, 1952 - 1958, Retired August 1956 and appointed Extra Equerry to Her
iajesty.
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